
 

 
339 

 

JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE 
 

Second Regular Session, 103rd General Assembly 
__________________________ 

 
FOURTH DAY, TUESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2026 

 
 The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
 
 Speaker Patterson in the Chair. 
 
 Prayer by Reverend Monsignor Robert A. Kurwicki, Chaplain. 
 
Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me and know my thoughts: and see if there be any wicked way in me and 
lead me in the way everlasting. (Psalm 139:23, 24) 
 
O powerful God of us all and Lord of the World, let Your spirit and love arise within us as we, the representatives of 
our people, wait upon You in prayer. We need you. With unfailing wisdom and unfaltering joy, enable us to meet 
the important duties of this day and manage the moods that move in our minds and hearts. Strengthen us as we 
sincerely strive and struggle to walk along straight paths and as we endeavor to do what is right for our chamber and 
for our State.  
 
Bless our Governor as he presents his second State of the State address. May his words be a clear path to the future 
of our Show-Me State. 
 
And the House says, “Amen!”  
 
 The Pledge of Allegiance to the flag was recited. 
 
 The Journal of the third day was approved as printed by the following vote: 
 
AYES: 117  
 
Allen  Anderson  Aune  Banderman  Barnes  
Billington  Black  Boykin  Boyko  Bromley  
Brown  Bush  Busick  Butz  Caton  
Chappell  Christ  Clemens  Cook  Crossley  
Davidson  Davis  Deaton  Diehl  Doll  
Douglas  Durnell  Elliott  Falkner  Farnan  
Fogle  Fowler  Fuchs  Gallick  Gragg  
Griffith  Haden  Hales  Haley  Harbison  
Hardwick  Hausman  Hein  Hewkin  Hinman  
Hruza  Hurlbert  Irwin  Jacobs  Jamison  
Jobe  Jones 12  Jordan  Justus  Kalberloh  
Keathley  Kelley  Kimble  Knight  Lewis  
Loy  Lucas  Mackey  Mansur  Martin  
Matthiesen  McGirl  Meirath  Miller  Murphy  
Murray  Nolte  Overcast  Owen  Parker  
Perkins  Peters  Phelps  Pollitt  Pouche  
Reed  Reedy  Reuter  Riggs  Riley  
Roberts  Rush  Sassmann  Schulte  Seitz  
Self  Sharpe 4  Simmons  Smith 68  Smith 74  
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Steinhoff  Steinmeyer  Stinnett  Strickler  Taylor 48  
Taylor 84  Titus  Van Schoiack  Veit  Vernetti  
Violet  Voss  Warwick  Weber  Wellenkamp  
West  Whaley  Williams  Wilson  Wolfin  
Zimmermann  Mr. Speaker                       
 
NOES: 000  
 
PRESENT: 010  
 
Collins  Costlow  Fountain Henderson  Ingle  Johnson  
Proudie  Terry  Thomas  Walsh Moore  Young  
 
ABSENT WITH LEAVE: 031  
 
Amato  Appelbaum  Boggs  Bosley  Burton  
Byrnes  Casteel  Christensen  Coleman  Cupps  
Dean  Dolan  Ealy  Hovis  Jones 88  
Laubinger  Mayhew  McGaugh  Mosley  Myers  
Oehlerking  Plank  Price  Schmidt  Sharp 37  
Shields  Smith 46  Steinmetz  Thompson  Woods  
Wright                              
 
VACANCIES: 005  
 

INTRODUCTION OF HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS 
 
 The following House Concurrent Resolutions were read the first time and copies ordered 
printed: 
 
HCR 32, introduced by Representative Riggs, relating to the Residence Act of 1790. 
 
HCR 33, introduced by Representative Davis, relating to the designation of the Kansas City 
Chiefs as the official professional football team of the state of Missouri. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTIONS 
 
 The following House Joint Resolutions were read the first time and copies ordered 
printed: 
 
HJR 163, introduced by Representative Byrnes, relating to tax collection. 
 
HJR 164, introduced by Representative Davidson, relating to taxation. 
 
HJR 165, introduced by Representative Patterson, relating to taxation. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF HOUSE BILLS 
 
 The following House Bills were read the first time and copies ordered printed: 
 
HB 2926, introduced by Representative Parker, relating to liability of private contractors. 
 
HB 2927, introduced by Representative Parker, relating to settlement demands. 
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HB 2928, introduced by Representative Schulte, relating to qualified firearms safety instructors, 
with penalty provisions. 
 
HB 2929, introduced by Representative Christensen, relating to the rate of tuition. 
 
HB 2930, introduced by Representative Hein, relating to empowerment scholarship accounts. 
 
HB 2931, introduced by Representative Miller, relating to revenues of city airports. 
 
HB 2932, introduced by Representative Gragg, relating to the treatment of religion by public 
institutions. 
 
HB 2933, introduced by Representative Christ, relating to withdrawal from special school 
districts. 
 
HB 2934, introduced by Representative Christ, relating to the governance and funding of the 
regional convention and visitors commission and the regional convention and sports complex 
authority, with penalty provisions. 
 
HB 2935, introduced by Representative Christ, relating to hospitals with emergency 
departments. 
 
HB 2936, introduced by Representative Riggs, to authorize the conveyance of certain state 
property. 
 
HB 2937, introduced by Representative Riggs, relating to the joint committee on government 
efficiency. 
 
HB 2938, introduced by Representative Riggs, relating to the office of the lieutenant governor. 
 
HB 2939, introduced by Representative Riggs, relating to the statewide transportation 
improvement program. 
 
HB 2940, introduced by Representative Jobe, relating to leaves of absence for military service, 
with penalty provisions. 
 
HB 2941, introduced by Representative Jobe, relating to a tax credit for qualified railroad 
infrastructure investments. 
 
HB 2942, introduced by Representative Jones (12), relating to public school finances. 
 
HB 2943, introduced by Representative Hruza, relating to living donor medical orders for 
members of the Missouri National Guard. 
 
HB 2944, introduced by Representative Billington, relating to the senior citizen homestead tax 
credit. 
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HB 2945, introduced by Representative Hardwick, relating to income tax. 
 
HB 2946, introduced by Representative West, relating to personal property taxes. 
 
HB 2947, introduced by Representative West, relating to revenues of city airports. 
 
HB 2948, introduced by Representative Rush, relating to a caregiver tax credit. 
 
HB 2949, introduced by Representative Doll, relating to sudden cardiac arrest screening. 
 
HB 2950, introduced by Representative Doll, relating to the gun theft prevention act, with 
penalty provisions. 
 
HB 2951, introduced by Representative Lewis, relating to motor vehicle registration, with 
penalty provisions. 
 
HB 2952, introduced by Representative Smith (46), relating to mental health evaluations. 
 
HB 2953, introduced by Representative Murray, relating to red light violations, with penalty 
provisions. 
 
HB 2954, introduced by Representative Murray, relating to expungement. 
 
HB 2955, introduced by Representative Murray, relating to a tax credit for providing services to 
homeless persons. 
 
HB 2956, introduced by Representative Smith (46), relating to the refiling of dismissed cases. 
 
HB 2957, introduced by Representative Casteel, relating to respiratory care practitioners. 
 
HB 2958, introduced by Representative Farnan, relating to motor vehicle registration, with 
penalty provisions. 
 
HB 2959, introduced by Representative Jacobs, relating to discipline procedures for certain 
health care professionals. 
 
HB 2960, introduced by Representative Durnell, relating to over-the-counter purchase of 
ivermectin tablets. 
 
HB 2961, introduced by Representative West, relating to ibogaine treatment. 
 
HB 2962, introduced by Representative West, relating to the Missouri-St. Louis metropolitan 
airport authority. 
 
HB 2963, introduced by Representative Weber, relating to blood donor awareness month. 
 
HB 2964, introduced by Representative Byrnes, relating to property tax due dates, with a 
contingent effective date. 
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SECOND READING OF HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS 
 
 The following House Concurrent Resolutions were read the second time: 
 
HCR 30, relating to the Commission on Interstate 70 Safety and Beautification. 
 
HCR 31, relating to the Seal of Civic Recognition award. 
 

SECOND READING OF HOUSE BILLS 
 
 The following House Bills were read the second time: 
 
HB 2898, relating to unpaid taxes and fees. 
 
HB 2899, relating to design-build contracts. 
 
HB 2900, relating to Missouri empowerment scholarship accounts. 
 
HB 2901, relating to the joint committee on child abuse and neglect. 
 
HB 2902, relating to automobile theft, with penalty provisions. 
 
HB 2903, relating to hospitals. 
 
HB 2904, relating to the offense of animal abuse, with penalty provisions. 
 
HB 2905, relating to federally managed lands, with penalty provisions. 
 
HB 2906, relating to state contracts for certain services. 
 
HB 2907, relating to signs permitted on certain highways. 
 
HB 2908, relating to the Missouri securities act. 
 
HB 2909, relating to instruction in human sexuality and development. 
 
HB 2910, relating to diaper changing stations in public restrooms. 
 
HB 2911, relating to public safety personnel recruitment and retention. 
 
HB 2912, relating to state contracts for certain services. 
 
HB 2913, relating to immunity for intervening in certain incidents of violence. 
 
HB 2914, relating to literacy of elementary school students. 
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HB 2915, relating to claims of actual innocence. 
 
HB 2916, relating to brain aneurysm awareness month. 
 
HB 2917, relating to the senior tenant bill of rights. 
 
HB 2918, relating to student journalists. 
 
HB 2919, relating to the Missouri gaming commission. 
 
HB 2920, relating to firearms discrimination. 
 
HB 2921, relating to age verification on adult websites, with penalty provisions. 
 
HB 2922, relating to alternative therapies. 
 
HB 2923, relating to real property tax exemptions for improvements to a homestead. 
 
HB 2924, relating to an income tax deduction for certain tipped income. 
 
HB 2925, relating to local property tax ballots. 
 
 On motion of Representative Riley, the House recessed until 2:00 p.m. 
 

AFTERNOON SESSION 
 
 The hour of recess having expired, the House was called to order by Speaker Patterson. 
 

RULE SUSPENSION 
 
 Representative Riley moved that Rule 123 be suspended. 
 
 Which motion was adopted by the following vote: 
 
AYES: 154  
 
Allen  Amato  Anderson  Appelbaum  Aune  
Banderman  Barnes  Billington  Black  Boggs  
Boykin  Boyko  Bromley  Brown  Burton  
Bush  Busick  Butz  Byrnes  Casteel  
Caton  Chappell  Christ  Christensen  Clemens  
Coleman  Collins  Cook  Costlow  Crossley  
Cupps  Davidson  Davis  Dean  Deaton  
Diehl  Dolan  Douglas  Durnell  Ealy  
Elliott  Falkner  Farnan  Fogle  Fountain Henderson  
Fowler  Fuchs  Gallick  Gragg  Griffith  
Haden  Hales  Haley  Harbison  Hardwick  
Hausman  Hein  Hewkin  Hinman  Hovis  
Hruza  Hurlbert  Ingle  Irwin  Jacobs  
Jamison  Jobe  Johnson  Jones 12  Jones 88  
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Jordan  Justus  Kalberloh  Keathley  Kelley  
Kimble  Knight  Laubinger  Lewis  Loy  
Lucas  Mackey  Mansur  Martin  Matthiesen  
Mayhew  McGaugh  McGirl  Meirath  Miller  
Mosley  Murphy  Murray  Myers  Nolte  
Oehlerking  Overcast  Owen  Parker  Perkins  
Peters  Phelps  Plank  Pollitt  Pouche  
Price  Proudie  Reed  Reedy  Reuter  
Riggs  Riley  Roberts  Rush  Sassmann  
Schmidt  Schulte  Seitz  Self  Sharpe 4  
Shields  Simmons  Smith 46  Smith 68  Smith 74  
Steinhoff  Steinmetz  Steinmeyer  Stinnett  Strickler  
Taylor 48  Taylor 84  Terry  Thompson  Titus  
Van Schoiack  Veit  Vernetti  Violet  Voss  
Walsh Moore  Warwick  Weber  Wellenkamp  West  
Whaley  Williams  Wilson  Wolfin  Woods  
Wright  Young  Zimmermann  Mr. Speaker         
 
NOES: 000  
 
PRESENT: 003  
 
Bosley  Doll  Thomas                
 
ABSENT WITH LEAVE: 001  
 
Sharp 37                              
 
VACANCIES: 005  
 

JOINT SESSION 
 

 The hour of the Joint Session having arrived, the Senate in a body was admitted and 
Lieutenant Governor David Wasinger, presiding, called the Joint Assembly to order. 
 
 The Missouri State Highway Patrol Troop F Color Guard presented the Colors, and the 
Pledge of Allegiance to the flag was recited. 
 
 The Secretary of the Senate called the roll, which showed a majority of the Senators 
present: 
 
AYES: 34  
 
Bean  Beck Bernskoetter Black  Brattin  
Brown (16)  Brown (26)  Burger  Carter  Cierpiot  
Coleman  Crawford  Fitzwater  Gregory (15)  Gregory (21)  
Henderson  Hough  Hudson  Lewis  Luetkemeyer  
May  McCreery  Moon  Mosley  Nicola  
Nurrenbern  O’Laughlin  Roberts  Schnelting  Schroer  
Trent  Washington  Webber  Williams    

 
 The Chief Clerk of the House called the roll, which showed a majority of the 
Representatives present: 
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AYES: 143  
 
Allen  Amato  Anderson  Appelbaum  Aune  
Banderman  Barnes  Billington  Black  Boggs  
Boykin  Boyko  Bromley  Brown  Burton  
Bush  Busick  Butz  Byrnes  Casteel  
Caton  Chappell  Christ  Christensen  Clemens  
Collins  Cook  Costlow  Cupps  Davidson  
Davis  Dean  Diehl  Dolan  Doll  
Douglas  Durnell  Elliott  Falkner  Farnan  
Fogle  Fowler  Fuchs  Gallick  Gragg  
Griffith  Haden  Hales  Haley  Harbison  
Hardwick  Hausman  Hein  Hewkin  Hinman  
Hovis  Hruza  Ingle  Irwin  Jacobs  
Jamison  Jobe  Johnson  Jones 12  Jones 88  
Jordan  Kalberloh  Kelley  Kimble  Knight  
Laubinger  Lewis  Loy  Lucas  Mackey  
Mansur  Martin  Matthiesen  Mayhew  McGaugh  
McGirl  Meirath  Miller  Mosley  Murphy  
Myers  Nolte  Oehlerking  Overcast  Owen  
Parker  Perkins  Peters  Phelps  Plank  
Pollitt  Price  Proudie  Reed  Reedy  
Reuter  Riggs  Riley  Roberts  Rush  
Sassmann  Schmidt  Schulte  Seitz  Self  
Sharpe 4  Shields  Simmons  Smith 46  Smith 68  
Steinhoff  Steinmetz  Steinmeyer  Stinnett  Strickler  
Taylor 48  Taylor 84  Terry  Thomas  Thompson  
Titus  Van Schoiack  Veit  Vernetti  Violet  
Voss  Warwick  Weber  West  Whaley  
Williams  Wilson  Wolfin  Woods  Wright  
Young  Zimmermann  Mr. Speaker                
 
NOES: 000  
 
PRESENT: 013  
 
Bosley  Coleman  Crossley  Deaton  Fountain Henderson  
Hurlbert  Justus  Keathley  Murray  Pouche  
Smith 74  Walsh Moore  Wellenkamp                
 
ABSENT WITH LEAVE: 002  
 
Ealy  Sharp 37                       
 
VACANCIES: 005  
 
 The Sergeant-at-Arms announced the approach of the Honorable Mike Kehoe, Governor 
of the State of Missouri. The Governor was duly escorted to the House Chamber and the 
Speaker's dais, where he delivered the following message to the Assembly in Joint Session. 
 

STATE OF THE STATE 
ADDRESS BY 

GOVERNOR MIKE KEHOE 
 
Thank you, Lieutenant Governor, Mr. Speaker, statewide officials, Judges of the Missouri Supreme Court, members 
of the General Assembly, esteemed guests, and my fellow Missourians. 



Fourth Day–Tuesday, January 13, 2026          347 
 

 
 

Exactly one year ago today, I stood on the steps of our State Capitol, my right hand resting on the Bible, my wife, 
Claudia, by my side, our friends and family surrounding us, as I swore to the people of Missouri to faithfully 
perform the duties of this office. 
 
To talk with anyone, to work with anyone, and to root for anyone willing to join us on our mission of securing 
Missouri's future. 
 
That promise is what guides this administration every single day.  
 
This past year has been challenging, and I can admit that I have taken losses and faced hardships, we all have, but it 
has also shown what true Missouri resilience looks like.  
 
And like many Missourians, hard work and faith continue to be the guiding principle for Claudia and me. She has 
been by my side through it all. She grounds our family.  
 
Over the last year, Claudia has endured challenges, too, but has shown her incredible strength through it all. 
 
Serving as First Lady is not a job she ever dreamed of, but she has continued on this journey with grit and grace, 
starting her Mansion on a Mission initiative to serve others, while still also supporting our own family. She never 
seeks recognition. Actually, she hates it, but please join me in recognizing my wife, Claudia.  
 
And we would not be here today without our team in the Governor’s Office. These men and women have supported 
Claudia and me, some for the last year, and others for several years now. We are so grateful for them and their 
willingness to serve on good days and bad days. 
 
Join me in thanking the team in the Governor’s Office.  
 
So, today, I stand before you at this dais, still incredibly grateful for, and humbled by the trust Missourians placed in 
us. 
 
Yet, energized by the work still ahead. 
 
Because today isn’t just about reflecting on where we’ve been over the last year—it’s about recommitting ourselves 
to where we’re going.  
 
As our nation approaches its 250th birthday, Missouri’s story remains inseparable from America’s.  
 
From the Gateway to the West, where two young men set their sights on discovering a new horizon, to innovation 
exemplified at Missouri’s military bases that change how America defends itself. 
 
From rivers that power trade and opportunity, to generations of farmers, builders, innovators, and manufacturers, 
Missouri has never sat on the sidelines of history. We helped write it and will continue to do so in the years ahead.  
 
And so, 250 years later, as we continue to build on the foundation of this great American experiment, we must 
recognize that we now join the ranks of those who shaped it as architects of our nation’s history.  
 
We are charged not only with preserving what we inherited, but with strengthening it for those who come next. 
 
That responsibility includes securing the American Dream for those willing to work for it, and protecting the values 
that built this state and nation while building a foundation for growth strong enough to support not just the next year 
or the next term, but the next generation of Missourians.  
 
The clearest test of whether we are serious about discipline and growth is how efficiently government does its work 
to best serve the people.  
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Our administration is blessed to have the leadership of dedicated public servants who understand the goal of 
improving state government.  
 
Would the members of my Cabinet, your Cabinet, please stand to be recognized? 
 
Let’s give them a round of applause.  
 
Since the start of our administration, I wanted Missouri to align with the spirit of President Trump’s DOGE effort at 
the federal level.  
 
In January of 2025, I signed an executive order requiring each Cabinet member to dedicate a minimum of eight 
hours a month meeting with stakeholders to increase accountability and identify best practices in state government.  
 
And today, I signed an executive order that reinforces our commitment to government efficiency, a new initiative: 
Missouri GREAT. 
 
This will not only involve members of the Cabinet, but business leaders from successful Missouri-made companies 
who will help us bring efficient, business-speed practices to our state agencies. They will recommend solutions to 
both my office and the General Assembly to increase efficiency, eliminate waste, and improve accountability. 
 
Our belief is simple: smaller government equals better government. Not because it does less, but because it does 
what matters.  
 
It focuses on its core functions and how to best serve Missourians, without overpromising and without 
overspending.  
 
It means discipline, not excess. Planning, not wishful spending. And respect for every dollar Missouri families 
entrust us with. 
 
That’s the Missouri way. That’s what Missourians expect. And that’s what they deserve. 
 
As Governor, I have a constitutional obligation to balance the budget. Simply put, the days of excusing budgetary 
decisions with fund balances and so called “surpluses” are over. 
 
State government has to return to how budgets looked before COVID-19. 
 
Over the past few months, my staff and I, along with our budget experts, have worked through the state operating 
budget to identify programs that no longer best serve our state, or that we cannot afford in today’s budget climate.  
 
Today, I am recommending a budget that I believe puts conservative values in action.  
 
Our recommendation proves that state government can live within its means, and our economy can grow and deliver 
results for taxpayers all at the same time. 
 
It cuts more than 600-million-dollars from the core, starting to correct a future spending imbalance of potentially 
over 2-billion-dollars. 
 
Additionally, our recommendation works to bring ongoing spending back in line with ongoing revenues. 
 
All while meeting priority and mandatory spending requirements such as Medicaid match, child care subsidies, and 
disaster relief – without cutting core funding for higher education and without cutting the K-12 foundation formula.  
 
Last legislative session, we provided record funding for the K-12 education formula, an increase equivalent to ten 
years of funding increases. 
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And remember: Missouri is one of only three states that have Medicaid expansion funding required in our 
Constitution. That limits the ways we can balance the budget. 
 
Since Fiscal Year 22, over 3400 new budgetary items have been added, at the cost of nearly 13 billion dollars in new 
general revenue spending. Again, that’s just general revenue, this does not include federal dollars.  
 
All of this demonstrates the historic imbalance we must fix.  
 
Auditor Scott Fitzpatrick recently emphasized this very issue, and I appreciate his understanding of the seriousness 
of this reality. 
 
Government has clearly grown too large. 
 
Many in this building, and I’m not just talking about legislators here, will be tempted to reverse these cuts, to restore 
this spending. While that is certainly your prerogative, any reversal or new spending item must have a pay for.  
 
This is my commitment to Missourians: when I take action on this budget in June, it will be balanced.  
 
When conservative budget discipline is matched with strategic investment, decisive legislative action, and 
aggressive business recruitment, responsibility and growth will go hand in hand. 
 
Missouri can deliver both. 
  
That’s how you build a foundation. That’s how you unlock opportunity. And that’s how Missouri grows.  
  
So, we have to be bold.   
  
Missouri brings real strengths to the table when recruiting jobs and investment. But when we’re competing against 
states like Tennessee and Texas, states with no individual income tax, too often the conversation ends before it truly 
begins. 
 
And the consequences are real. 
 
Missouri’s population is stagnant. Over the past decade, our economic growth has been average at best. That’s not a 
trend we should accept, and it is one we cannot afford to continue. 
 
The issue at hand here is competitiveness. And competitiveness starts with our tax code. 
 
Missouri’s tax structure must evolve. 
 
I’ll go one step further. I’m tired of being in the middle of the pack. I’m tired of pretending like merely keeping pace 
with everyone else is good enough.  
  
Political expediency has confused survival with success. 
 
From our cities to our small towns, I hear the same message: it’s time to compete, it’s time to win. And it’s time to 
show the country what the Show-Me State is truly made of.   
 
If we are serious about building a foundation for growth, to compete rather than be complacent, then we must begin 
the work now to phase-out and eliminate Missouri’s individual income tax.  
 
We can do both. We can maintain a balanced budget that supports essential services and pursue a tax policy that 
improves Missouri’s competitiveness. 
 
Because this will be done deliberately. It will be done responsibly. And it will be done sustainably.   
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The first step is straightforward: gaining approval from Missourians at the ballot box this year.   
  
And that’s why I am calling on the members in this chamber to pass a joint resolution this session placing this 
proposal before voters.   
 
The question before Missourians will be clear: Should Missouri begin a phased elimination of the individual income 
tax, with a full repeal within the next five years. 
 
Thank you to Speaker Patterson and Senator Trent for your leadership in sponsoring this legislation.  
 
Once voters approve this measure, I look forward to working with the General Assembly next session to carry out 
the will of the people and put this plan into action. 
 
The current tax system was designed for a checkbook economy.  
 
Our plan pairs tax relief with closing loopholes. Today, much of our commerce happens through monthly 
subscriptions and digital services like online advertising, e-books, and AI platforms that fall outside our current sales 
tax base. Their billionaire owners don’t pay. 
 
When these types of modern services are taxed, it will create new revenue for local governments. These increases 
will need to be offset by reducing local taxes, like property taxes, a high priority for Missourians and many of us in 
this room.  
 
Our plan includes safeguards to ensure fiscal responsibility and protect against economic downturns, by requiring 
triggered reductions to the income tax rate.  
 
Eliminating the income tax is not about runaway sales taxes.  
 
And I will never support extending sales taxes on agriculture, healthcare, or real estate. Period.  
 
This is the people’s money, and they can spend it better than politicians.  
 
This plan is about aligning our tax code with today’s economy and not yesterday’s. Missouri’s tax code was built for 
the past 100 years. Our economy demands one for the next 100 years.  
  
 And Missouri has already seen success from cutting taxes so far.  
  
Just last year, we were proud to support a historic elimination of the income tax on capital gains. This is a 
gamechanger for farmers, businesses, and families.   
  
Missourians can spend their money and generate economic growth a whole lot better than government. And as 
someone who raises horses and cattle, believe me, if you keep putting hay and grain in front of them, they'll eat. So 
will government.  
 
Some critics and members of the media will claim that tax cuts put us in a bad budget situation. I disagree. The folks 
who say that just want to spend more of your money. I will never apologize for putting money back in the pockets of 
hardworking Missourians.   
  
But it’s not just tax policy that will make Missouri competitive.  
 
Energy is top of mind for those in this building, and across our state and nation.  
 
We made historic progress last year by signing Senate Bill 4 into law. However, we must also look to a sustainable, 
long-term solution for our growing energy demands. 
 
And that’s why today, I am proud to announce that Missouri, and this administration, is all in on nuclear.  
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We know nuclear is a safe, reliable, and clean energy source that can and will power Missouri’s economic future for 
generations to come, so I am calling on the General Assembly to pass Senator Cierpiot and Representative 
Hurlbert’s update to Missouri’s Renewable Energy Standard.  
 
Before this address, I signed an executive order establishing the Advanced Nuclear Energy Task Force to build on 
the work being led by President Trump at the federal level and promote nuclear energy deployment in Missouri.  
 
In today’s world, modern technology and artificial intelligence are critical to improving government efficiency.  
 
So, I signed a third executive order ahead of this address that will reinforce Missouri’s commitment to safely and 
effectively use AI in state government operations, building upon the initial success we have already seen.  
 
This executive order will also support our state’s role in, as President Trump calls it, “the space race of our time,” 
and ensure that our policies around AI are both pro-business and pro-consumer.  
 
Missouri is open for AI, and we’re open for business. 
 
Economic development is a top priority for this administration.  
 
Missouri has some incredible tools in our toolbox to complement an updated tax structure and energy policy, 
including the Missouri Works program.  
 
This program is the state’s number one tool for business expansion and retention—because it rewards both large 
companies and small family-owned businesses that invest in Missouri and create real opportunity. 
 
Joining us today are Chris and Karen Green of GWS Welding in Appleton City. What began in a rented, two-car 
garage now operates a nearly 52,000-square-foot manufacturing plant, with more than 100 dealers in 21 states. With 
the help of Missouri Works, GWS expanded their livestock feeding and handling equipment production this year, 
reinvesting in their people, their community, and this state. 
 
Please join me in welcoming the Green family. Would you please stand to be recognized?  
 
That right there is the American Dream. And it’s exactly the kind of growth Missouri should be proud of.  
 
This is why I’m urging the General Assembly to support enhancing the Missouri Works program to include 
incentivizing capital investments exceeding 50 million dollars, sponsored by Senator Burger and Representative 
Gallick.  
 
In this budget, I also want to invest in something new that could be scaled and duplicated across the state. 
 
Pawsperity is the nation’s only nonprofit pet grooming school headquartered in Kansas City, with the mission of 
breaking the cycle of generational poverty.  
 
Yes, I’m talking about pet grooming. But this concept is more than just giving a dog a bath. 
 
The program has helped more than 190 students into stable careers, putting them on the path to no longer need 
government assistance programs through hands on job training.  
 
Last year, I saw firsthand the impact of this program. Natasha Herdman, the founding CEO of the organization, joins 
us today with Amy Hall.  
 
At just 14 years old, Amy spent time in juvenile detention and dropped out of high school. As a young mother, she 
struggled to hold a job and, at one point, turned to illegal activities because she thought that was the only way she 
could provide for her daughters. Amy knew she wanted a way out of that life but didn’t know where to turn. 
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In 2018, Amy began learning the trade of dog grooming at Pawsperity while also gaining skills for self-sufficiency, 
and the rest is history. Today, she serves as an instructor, using her own experiences to empower others and help 
change lives for the better. 
 
Our budget supports funding for Pawsperity to expand its proven workforce development and social enterprise 
model in other communities across the state.  
 
Amy and Natasha, would you please stand to be recognized?  
 
One year ago today, I signed six executive orders to launch our Safer Missouri initiative.  
 
A piece of this included coordinating regional efforts to arrest dangerous fugitives through Operation Relentless 
Pursuit, which has now led to the arrest of over 1,100 criminals. 
 
Today, joining us in the upper gallery are Randolph County Sheriff’s Office Deputy, Lieutenant Nathan West, 
Trooper Dustin Harrison, and Sergeant Derrick Powell, Criminal Investigator with the Missouri State Highway 
Patrol Division of Drug and Crime Control.  
 
On October 12, during an Operation Relentless Pursuit investigation in Paris, Missouri, involving a Ralls County 
murder, officers searched a suspect’s residence and located the suspect hiding in a bathroom.  
 
The suspect fired at officers, wounding Lieutenant West. 
 
Sergeant Powell immediately transported Lieutenant West to the Moberly Regional Air Evac Helipad, coordinated 
medical care, and he was airlifted to a hospital. Trooper Harrison remained at the scene to maintain security and 
coordinate responding emergency services.  
 
Lieutenant West was later released and now has returned to duty. 
 
Lieutenant West, Trooper Harrison, and Sergeant Powell, would you please stand to be recognized? 
 
I appreciate the service of these men and their families, and all law enforcement professionals. 
 
There are success stories like these across the state. That’s why, in our budget, we continue funding Operation 
Relentless Pursuit.  
 
But our administration, and law enforcement officers, won’t continue to make progress in this effort alone. You, the 
103rd General Assembly, joined us in our efforts last session to prioritize safety. Together, we will continue to build 
on Safer Missouri this year.   
 
Our Missouri Blue Shield program received 10 million dollars in funding from the General Assembly, allowing for 
just over 200 communities to receive grants of 50,000 dollars for law enforcement training and equipment. Because 
of the success of this program in helping departments of all sizes, our budget supports another 10 million dollars for 
Blue Shield communities.  
 
Additionally, I am proud to report that the Public Safety Recruitment and Retention Act had over 700 applications 
for the 2026 – 2027 school year. That is why, once again, I am recommending 5 million dollars in our budget for 
these scholarships. 
 
We want Missouri to be the best state in the nation for first responders.    
 
And our efforts on recruitment and retention are already paying off. In 2025, we had more than 1200 peace officer 
licenses issued, the highest number in one year since 2012. 
 
That’s 1200 more law enforcement officers protecting our communities, our families, and our way of life. That’s 
what this is all about.  
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Also, last session, we supported wastewater testing in schools and communities as part of our efforts to crack down 
on the fentanyl epidemic.  
 
And I’m proud to continue that work to keep dangerous drugs and substances out of the hands of children. That 
includes unregulated products like intoxicating Hemp, Kratom, and 7-OH. 
 
In August, I made the historic appointment of Catherine Hanaway as Missouri’s Attorney General. Since taking 
office, she has been hard at work, focusing on fighting crime, protecting consumers, and defending the Constitution. 
She has also been a leader in fighting against these opioid-like drugs for the protection of minors. 
 
Thank you, Attorney General Hanaway. And welcome back to the House! 
 
I urge the General Assembly to continue modernizing the tools available to law enforcement.  
 
As incidents at home and abroad have demonstrated, drones can be purchased by anyone, anywhere, and can be 
equipped with explosives, contraband, and any manner of weaponry. The General Assembly must pass legislation, 
with an emergency clause, regarding the use of unmanned aerial vehicles and law enforcement action.  
 
With the FIFA World Cup coming to our state, we've been intentional about putting public safety and preparedness 
first, allocating funding to support comprehensive safety measures and personnel. Our budget also invests in the 
Missouri State Highway Patrol, the Missouri National Guard, and Missouri Disaster Management Teams to provide 
security and medical support at the matches and Fan Fest events, ensuring fans, families, and visitors are protected.  
 
I am asking the General Assembly to support these new decisions items.  
 
This is Missouri’s chance to showcase Kansas City and our entire state to the world, and it must be safe.  
 
To further improve public safety, our administration is also looking to take action on juvenile crime reduction and 
sentencing reform.  
 
Violent crime committed by juveniles has reached a concerning level in Missouri.  
 
Our juvenile justice system was designed to rehabilitate young people who make mistakes, but it was never meant to 
be a revolving door for repeat violent offenders who pose a real danger to the public. 
 
We must allow prosecutors to request a hearing before a judge for certain violent crimes committed by juveniles and 
give judges the ability to determine whether those cases should be held in adult court.  
 
Juveniles would remain in juvenile facilities and continue receiving services, but this reform would add 
accountability where it is needed the most.  
 
I ask the General Assembly to pass Senator Schroer and Representative Christ’s legislation to stop this revolving door. 
 
Right now, when a judge sentences an offender, no one in the courtroom—not victims, not law enforcement, not even 
the court—can say what that sentence truly means. That lack of transparency undermines confidence in the system.  
 
I support the sentencing reform sponsored by Senators Trent, Nicola, and Carter and Representatives Black, Cook, 
and Hardwick. 
 
This will bring common sense and clarity back to the courtroom so Missourians can have greater trust in how justice 
is carried out.  
 
Together, these efforts are a critical part of our Safer Missouri package and our commitment to making Missouri a 
better place to work and raise a family. 
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Because, in Missouri, we value families, and we value a culture of life. That includes pregnant women and their 
unborn children.  
 
I ask the members of the General Assembly to support Representative Williams’ efforts to allow pregnant women 
facing abuse to finalize divorce proceedings. This is bipartisan, common-sense bill and it protects vulnerable 
women.  
 
And, this year, Missourians will have the opportunity at the ballot box to vote to restore our pro-life laws that protect 
innocent life and prohibit dangerous transgender procedures for minors.  
 
Amendment 3 reflects Missouri’s long-standing commitment to life and standing with women. Protecting the unborn 
is important to Claudia and me, and we ask Missourians to vote yes on Amendment 3.  
 
And while strong communities are built on protecting life through both safety and stability—for much of Missouri, 
that stability begins with agriculture. 
 
From row crops to livestock, from research fields to rural main streets, agriculture remains one of the strongest 
foundations of Missouri’s economy. Because when agriculture is strong, Missouri is strong.  
 
Missouri’s farmers and ranchers faced many challenges last year. Floods, fires, droughts, and tornadoes hit nearly 
every corner of our state while fuel, fertilizer, feed, and financing costs climbed higher than market prices.  
 
But, while we may not be able to change global markets from Jefferson City, we did pass several pieces of critical 
legislation to help continue to build a state where agriculture isn’t penalized for producing. 
 
With our partners at USDA, we were proud to be granted a SNAP waiver that updates Missouri’s food stamp 
program, emphasizing nutritious foods produced by the farmers that feed our state and nation. 
 
We expanded health care options and telehealth access in rural communities. 
 
At the end of last year, the Trump Administration awarded Missouri with more than 216-million-dollars in federal 
funding through our Rural Health Transformation plan. 
 
This is in the top ten of all state applications submitted for funding nationwide – a gamechanger for rural 
communities and rural healthcare. I would like to thank the work of our Congressional delegation, our state 
agencies, and healthcare partners in helping us secure this win.  
 
I would also like to thank Representative Byrnes for working with our congressional delegation to require the 
federal government to compensate victims of radioactive waste exposure. 
 
And, I am supportive of efforts from Senator O’Laughlin to put basic guardrails around industrial solar 
developments that are dividing our rural communities.  
 
Because we have to protect our resources for the generations to come.  
 
Last year for the first time ever, we included ongoing funding for Missouri FFA. As Claudia and I traveled the state, 
we were able to see the Ag Education on the Move program in action in Morgan County.  
 
This program, in partnership with Missouri Farmers Care, empowers FFA leaders across the state to go into 
elementary classrooms and teach hands-on agriculture lessons. It truly is the next generation teaching the next 
generation.  
 
With us today, are the president and vice president of the Milan FFA Chapter, Lexus Fordyce and Hayden Courtney.  
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Lexus and Hayden are seniors at Milan C-2 Schools in Sullivan County and, in addition to their many school 
leadership positions and involvement, served as Ag Education on the Move student teachers, working alongside their 
chapter to teach over 60 third graders.  
 
Our budget funds FFA again, so that programs like this can continue to benefit the next generation of agriculture 
leaders. 
 
Would you please join me in recognizing Lexus and Hayden, and FFA members across the state? 
 
Growing Missouri requires giving that next generation access to opportunity and the tools they need to succeed. 
 
Last year, we took an important step forward by including 50 million dollars in general revenue funding to 
strengthen the MO Scholars program.  
 
That investment was grounded in a simple belief: families deserve options, and students deserve an education that 
fits their needs.  
 
And with us today is a family that directly benefits from MO Scholars. 
 
Annie Webber and her daughters, Katanna and Atarah, join us in the upper gallery.  
 
Annie is a single mother, and, like many single parents, including my own mother when I was growing up, works 
hard to be able to send her girls to the best school for them.  
 
The MO Scholars program has lifted a tremendous financial burden off their family, and Katanna and Atarah are 
now both able to attend New Covenant Academy in Springfield.  
 
Would you please join me in welcoming them to the Chamber? 
 
Our budget recommendation this year includes an additional 10 million dollars for the MO Scholars program for a 
total of 60 million dollars because this program is working, and Missouri families are counting on it.  
 
Students across our state have brighter futures because their families were given educational choice. They remind us 
that when we put students first, opportunity follows.  
 
Thanks to the One Big Beautiful Bill Act and the work of our federal delegation, Missouri will opt in to the new 
federal scholarship tax credit program.  
 
Beginning in calendar year 2027, this program directs private dollars toward student scholarships, allowing 
Missourians to receive up to 1,700 dollars in federal tax credits for investing in students. 
 
But giving families real access to opportunity means meeting them where they are. It shouldn’t depend on whether a 
family can afford private tuition or whether a child lives on the right side of the district line. 
 
The next step in school choice is clear: open enrollment.   
 
Open enrollment gives families the freedom to choose the public school that best meets their child’s needs, 
regardless of zip code.  
 
It’s about fairness. It’s about access. And it’s about making sure no child’s future is limited by their address.  
 
That’s why I am once again asking the General Assembly to pass Senator Trent and Representative Pollitt’s 
legislation supporting public school open enrollment.  
 
In the meantime, we’re including 7.5 million dollars in our budget to make open enrollment a reality as soon as 
possible.  
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Again, open enrollment is not about weakening public education, it’s about strengthening it.  
 
Because when families have choices, schools are pushed to innovate, improve, and respond to the needs of the 
students they serve.  
 
Expanding access must go hand in hand with accountability. Parents deserve clear, easy to understand information 
about how schools are performing so they can make the best decision for their children.  
 
That is why, today, I signed an executive order creating a statewide school accountability A-F grade card.  
 
Missouri’s current accountability system places too much weight on administrative process rather than student 
success, and it does not give a straightforward picture of how schools are actually performing.  
 
The real test of Missouri’s education system should be whether students are learning. Whether they can read, write, 
and do math.  Our school grade card will accomplish just that, using a familiar A-F grading scale to clearly present 
academic performance.  
 
Under this order, DESE will present data in a clear, concise way each year, giving parents and families the ability to 
easily discern results, all while maintaining existing reporting requirements that continue to hold schools and their 
leadership accountable. 
 
And I encourage the General Assembly to advance similar legislation, sponsored by Senator Ben Brown and 
Speaker Jon Patterson. 
 
Accountability isn’t about inputs—it’s about outcomes. And one of the clearest measures of success is whether 
students graduate ready for the real world.  
 
That commitment to real-world readiness starts in the classroom. Last year, we implemented a bell-to-bell cell phone 
ban in our schools, and the results speak for themselves. We’re hearing from educators that lunchrooms are louder, 
classrooms are more focused, and students are more engaged with each other, building real-world social skills 
without the constant pull of a screen. 
 
As we modernize opportunity and outcomes, we must also ensure our public education funding model reflects 
today’s realities and tomorrow’s responsibilities. 
 
While my budget recommendation for Fiscal Year 2026 included the largest increase since the foundation formula 
was created, the General Assembly chose to spend an additional 297 million dollars on top of this historic 
recommendation.  
 
Although, funding education is a top priority for me, the current formula simply does not work.  
 
I look forward to seeing the results of the School Funding Modernization Task Force’s work on my desk come 
December but until then, the record investment K-12 education received last year will provide school districts with 
stability. 
 
Again, we are not cutting core K-12 funding. Only a bureaucrat would say that continued record funding is 
somehow a cut. 
 
And finally, as we talk about education and student success, we can’t overlook the role athletics and other 
extracurricular activities play in building leadership, teamwork, and resilience.  
 
That is why the organizations overseeing these programs must operate with transparency and accountability, always 
putting students first.  
 
This is not happening now, and I look forward to legislation sponsored by Senator Bean and Representative Cook, 
establishing a governing oversight board for MSHSAA. 



Fourth Day–Tuesday, January 13, 2026          357 
 

 
 

This reform is about good governance, consistent standards, and ensuring that decisions impacting Missouri 
students, and funded by Missouri taxpayers, are made openly, fairly, and responsibly. Unelected bureaucrats cannot 
act like kings. 
 
The State of the State is not really about budgets or politicians, it’s about Missourians. So, before I close, I would 
like to recognize the Missourians that showed us what true heroes look like over the past year.  
 
Since we will be sharing several stories, please hold your applause to the end.  
  
In 2025, communities across the state were tested time and time again with flooding, severe storms, wildfires, and 
tornadoes. President Trump approved five federal disaster declarations – more than any other state, which affected 
41 counties and the City of St. Louis. 
  
In the moments of uncertainty—when families were afraid and communities were shaken—our first responders and 
disaster response teams did not hesitate. They ran toward danger. 
  
In Ozark County, Fire Chief Greg Watts, his brother Lloyd Stone, the five-man Bakersfield volunteer fire 
department, and Assistant Chief J.B. Duke from a neighboring volunteer fire department, answered the call during 
multiple disasters on March 14th and 15th. Battling wildfires and tornado damage, they drove through unsafe debris 
in their personal vehicles to save a woman from bleeding out when an ambulance couldn’t make it. 
  
Just a few weeks later, when many of those same counties were once again hit by storms, tornadoes, and flooding, 
Butler County Emergency Management Director Robbie Myers played a pivotal role in leading recovery efforts 
through the coordination of volunteer organizations and local, state, and federal partners. Local emergency managers 
like Robbie continue to be crucial in helping Missourians recover from disasters.     
  
In April, West Plains Fire and Rescue Lieutenant Bud McMillen led his team members, including Lieutenant Drew 
Findley, Engineer Corbin Thompson, Firefighter Jeremiah Jones, and former Firefighter Chris Brockelbank, in 
responding to historic flooding, pulling victims out of vehicles and saving the life of a fellow firefighter who had 
been pinned against a tree after being swept off the road.   
  
And on the afternoon of May 16, an EF3 tornado struck St. Louis, putting Missouri’s first responders to the test once 
again. I will never forget being on the ground in St. Louis, just blocks from where I grew up, the morning after the 
destruction and seeing the work of first responders and community leaders in action, including men and women of 
the St. Louis Metropolitan Police Department, under the leadership of Chief Robert Tracy.  
  
Probationary Officer Dakota DeClerck, who was just one month out of the academy at the time, his Field Training 
Officer Kenneth Schmittgens, and Officer Sarah Jerden carried survivors from the rubble and cleared debris in 
dangerous conditions. The body cam footage of their work is truly inspiring and shows the lengths that officers will 
go to help their neighbors.  
 
Missouri Task Force 1 deployed to St. Louis, where they worked with the St. Louis City Fire Department and the St. 
Charles County Metro Strike Team to search damaged structures and save lives. Randy Sanders bravely led this 
deployment. The Task Force is one of 28 Urban Search and Rescue teams in the United States, managed by the 
Boone County Fire Protection District, led by Chief Doug Westhoff.  
 
And, our Missouri National Guard supported relief efforts in St. Louis, with Captain Glenn Longhibler and First 
Sergent Travis Hilburn, serving as the command team responsible for providing critical engineer support. Leading a 
platoon of 32 soldiers, they coordinated and executed debris removal operations, removing hundreds of truckloads 
of wreckage. Their leadership played a vital role in stabilizing the community and laid the groundwork for recovery 
that continues today in St. Louis. 
  
Would these brave men and women please stand to be recognized? 
   
Thank you all. Many of their families and colleagues join them in the upper gallery today as well.  
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To each of you—and to all the first responders and emergency personnel and their families across the state—we 
thank you for your service to the people of Missouri. 
  
Each of these stories, and the stories of thousands of others who stepped up, carry courage, sacrifice, and quiet 
heroism that cannot be summarized in minutes or words. But they truly are what the State of the State is all about.  
 
They remind us of this: when Missouri is tested, Missourians answer the call. 
  
Finally, to the men and women in this room who were elected to serve.  
  
Over the last year, we came together for one regular session, two special sessions and everything in between. And 
throughout it all, there have been times when tensions ran high, and we found it easier to see each other’s differences 
before our similarities.  
  
But as we leave this chamber today, let us remember that beyond party labels, beyond floor speeches, and beyond 
the noise, we are here for a higher purpose. It is our job to serve—not as Republicans or Democrats, not as urban or 
rural—but as Missourians, putting our values first, working together when it matters most.  
  
When the days get long, and your efforts seem to go unnoticed or unappreciated, remember what an honor it is to be 
exhausted by this challenge we chose to take part in.  
  
Each of us brings our own perspective, our own convictions, and our own experiences—but we are bound by a 
common goal: To build a stronger foundation for growth, so that our children and our children’s children, inherit a 
Missouri that is safer, stronger and full of opportunity. 
  
May God bless you. May God bless the United States of America. And may God continue to bless the great state of 
Missouri! 
 
 The Joint Session was dissolved by Senator Luetkemeyer. 
 
 Speaker Patterson resumed the Chair. 
 

COMMITTEE CHANGES 
 

January 13, 2026 
 

Mr. Joe Engler 
Chief Clerk 
Missouri House of Representatives 
State Capitol, Room 310 
Jefferson City, MO 65101 
 
Dear Mr. Engler: 
 
I hereby remove Representative Marty Joe Murray from the Budget committee. 
 
I hereby appoint Representative Kemp Strickler to the Budget committee. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact my office. 
 
Best Regards,  
 
/s/ Ashley Aune 
Minority Caucus Floor Leader 
District 14 
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January 13, 2026 
 

Mr. Joe Engler 
Chief Clerk 
Missouri House of Representatives 
State Capitol, Room 310 
Jefferson City, MO 65101 
 
Dear Mr. Engler: 
 
I hereby appoint Representative Marlene Terry to serve on the committee on Children and Families. 
 
I hereby remove Representative Tiffany Price from the committee on Children and Families. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact my office. 
 
Best Regards,  
 
/s/ Ashley Aune 
Minority Caucus Floor Leader 
District 14 

____________________ 
 

January 13, 2026 
 

Mr. Joe Engler 
Chief Clerk 
Missouri House of Representatives 
State Capitol, Room 310 
Jefferson City, MO 65101 
 
Dear Mr. Engler:  
 
I hereby appoint Representative Marlene Terry to serve on the committee on Corrections.  
 
I hereby remove Representative Melissa Douglas from the committee on Corrections. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact my office. 
 
Best Regards,  
 
/s/ Ashley Aune 
Minority Caucus Floor Leader 
District 14 
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January 13, 2026 
 

Mr. Joseph Engler 
Chief Clerk 
Missouri House of Representatives 
State Capitol, Room 310 
Jefferson City, MO 65101 
 
Dear Mr. Engler: 
 
I hereby make the following change to the Veterans and Armed Forces committee: 
 
I hereby appoint Representative Matthew Overcast to the committee. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact my office. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
/s/ Jonathan Patterson 
Speaker of the House 
 

SUBCOMMITTEE CHANGES 
 

January 13, 2026 
 

Mr. Joseph Engler 
Chief Clerk 
Missouri House of Representatives 
State Capitol, Room 310 
Jefferson City, MO 65101 
 
Dear Mr. Engler: 
 
I hereby make the following change to the Subcommittee on Appropriations - General Administration: 
 
I hereby appoint Representative Cameron Parker to the committee. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact my office. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Jonathan Patterson 
Speaker of the House 
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January 13, 2026 
 

Mr. Joe Engler 
Chief Clerk 
Missouri House of Representatives 
State Capitol, Room 310 
Jefferson City, MO 65101 
 
Dear Mr. Engler: 
 
I hereby appoint Representative Yolanda Young to serve on the Subcommittee on Appropriations - General 
Administration. 
 
I hereby remove Representative Marty Joe Murray from the Subcommittee on Appropriations - General 
Administration. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact my office. 
 
Best Regards,  
 
/s/ Ashley Aune 
Minority Caucus Floor Leader 
District 14 

____________________ 
 

January 13, 2026 
 
Mr. Joe Engler 
Chief Clerk 
Missouri House of Representatives 
State Capitol, Room 310 
Jefferson City, MO 65101 
 
Dear Mr. Engler: 
 
I hereby appoint Representative Kemp Strickler to serve on the Subcommittee on Appropriations - Health, Mental 
Health, and Social Services. 
 
I hereby remove Representative Aaron Crossley from the Subcommittee on Appropriations - Health, Mental Health, 
and Social Services. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact my office. 
 
Best Regards,  
 
/s/ Ashley Aune 
Minority Caucus Floor Leader 
District 14 
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January 13, 2026 
 

Mr. Joe Engler 
Chief Clerk 
Missouri House of Representatives 
State Capitol, Room 310 
Jefferson City, MO 65101 
 
Dear Mr. Engler: 
 
I hereby appoint Representative Kimberly-Ann Collins to serve on the Subcommittee on Appropriations - Public 
Safety, Corrections, Transportation, and Revenue and designate Representative Kimberly-Ann Collins as Ranking 
Member. 
 
I hereby remove Representative Yolanda Young from the Subcommittee on Appropriations - Public Safety, 
Corrections, Transportation, and Revenue. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact my office. 
 
Best Regards,  
 
/s/ Ashley Aune 
Minority Caucus Floor Leader 
District 14 
 
 The following member's presence was noted: Sharp (37). 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 On motion of Representative Riley, the House adjourned until 10:00 a.m., Wednesday, 
January 14, 2026. 
 

COMMITTEE HEARINGS 
 
BUDGET 
Wednesday, January 14, 2026, 9:30 AM, House Hearing Room 3. 
Budget presentations from the Office of Administration and Departments: Supplemental  
(HB 2014) and the FY 2027 governor-recommended budget overview.  No public testimony will 
be taken. 
Time change. 
CORRECTED 
 
BUDGET 
Thursday, January 15, 2026, 8:15 AM, House Hearing Room 3. 
Budget presentations from the Department Commerce and Insurance (HB 2007), and the 
Department of Labor and Industrial Relations (HB 2007).  No public testimony will be taken. 
 
COMMERCE 
Wednesday, January 14, 2026, 8:00 AM, House Hearing Room 3. 
Public hearing will be held: HB 2531, HB 2085 
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CORRECTIONS AND PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS 
Wednesday, January 14, 2026, 4:30 PM or upon adjournment (whichever is later),  
House Hearing Room 1. 
Executive session will be held: HB 2107, HB 2302 
Informational discussion on Department of Corrections staffing shortage and Centurion  
Health Care. 
Added HB 2107 and HB 2302. 
Moved to Hearing Room 1. 
AMENDED 
 
ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION 
Wednesday, January 14, 2026, 12:00 PM, House Hearing Room 7. 
Informational hearing on teacher certification.  Presentations by Dr. Paul Katnik, Assistant 
Commissioner, Educator Quality, Department of Elementary and Secondary Education; Travis 
Plume, Assistant Commissioner, College and Career Readiness, Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education; Dr. Barri Tinkler, Missouri State University's Dean of the College of 
Education; Dr. Reesha Adamson, Missouri State University Associate Dean; Matt Davis, 
Superintendent of Eldon School District; and Dr. Michael Pantleo, Associate Professor, Career 
and Technical Education, University of Central Missouri.  No public testimony will be taken. 
Added hearing purpose; changed presenter Dr. Rodger Barnes to Travis Plume; and added an 
additional presenter, Dr. Michael Pantleo. 
AMENDED 
 
ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION 
Thursday, January 15, 2026, 10:30 AM or upon adjournment (whichever is later),  
House Hearing Room 5. 
Public hearing will be held: HB 1757, HB 2274 
 
FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 
Wednesday, January 14, 2026, 12:00 PM, House Hearing Room 1. 
Public hearing will be held: HB 2103, HB 2423, HB 2473 
 
GENERAL LAWS 
Wednesday, January 14, 2026, 4:00 PM, House Hearing Room 7. 
Public hearing will be held: HB 1674, HB 1694, HB 1755, HB 1780, HB 2056, HB 2312,  
HB 2105 
 
GOVERNMENT EFFICIENCY 
Thursday, January 15, 2026, 8:00 AM, House Hearing Room 7. 
Public hearing will be held: HB 1790, HB 2189, HB 1692, HB 1695, HB 1838, HB 1983, 
HB 2036, HB 2662, HB 2743 
Added HB 1983, HB 2036, HB 2662, and HB 2743. 
AMENDED 
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HEALTH AND MENTAL HEALTH 
Thursday, January 15, 2026, 8:00 AM, House Hearing Room 5. 
Public hearing will be held: HB 1977, HB 2146 
 
INSURANCE 
Thursday, January 15, 2026, 10:30 AM or upon adjournment (whichever is later),  
House Hearing Room 1. 
Executive session will be held: HB 1789, HB 2375 
 
JUDICIARY 
Wednesday, January 14, 2026, 12:00 PM, House Hearing Room 5. 
Public hearing will be held: HB 2458, HB 1834, HB 2699 
 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
Wednesday, January 14, 2026, 9:00 AM, House Hearing Room 5. 
Public hearing will be held: HB 2394, HB 2180 
 
PROFESSIONAL REGISTRATION AND LICENSING 
Wednesday, January 14, 2026, 9:00 AM, House Hearing Room 7. 
Public hearing will be held: HB 1844, HB 2591 
 
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON RURAL ISSUES 
Wednesday, January 14, 2026, 4:00 PM or upon adjournment (whichever is later),  
House Hearing Room 5. 
Public hearing will be held: HB 2097, HB 2547, HB 1905 
Addedd HB 1905. 
AMENDED 
 
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON TAX REFORM 
Thursday, January 15, 2026, 8:00 AM, House Hearing Room 1. 
Public hearing will be held: HB 1800, HJR 132 
 
UTILITIES 
Wednesday, January 14, 2026, 9:15 AM, House Hearing Room 1. 
Public hearing will be held: HB 1917 
 

HOUSE CALENDAR 
 

FIFTH DAY, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2026 
 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS FOR SECOND READING 
 

HCR 32 and HCR 33 
 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTIONS FOR SECOND READING 
 

HJR 163 through HJR 165 
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HOUSE BILLS FOR SECOND READING 
 

HB 2926 through HB 2964 
 

ACTIONS PURSUANT TO ARTICLE IV, SECTION 27 
 

CCS SS SCS HCS HB 2 - Deaton 
CCS SCS HCS HB 3 - Deaton 
CCS SCS HCS HB 4 - Deaton 
CCS SCS HCS HB 5 - Deaton 
CCS SS SCS HCS HB 6 - Deaton 
CCS SS SCS HCS HB 7 - Deaton 
CCS SS SCS HCS HB 8 - Deaton 
CCS SS SCS HCS HB 9 - Deaton 
CCS SS SCS HCS HB 10 - Deaton 
CCS SS SCS HCS HB 11 - Deaton 
CCS SS SCS HCS HB 12 - Deaton 
CCS SCS HCS HB 13 - Deaton 
CCS SCS HCS HB 17 - Deaton 
SCS HCS HB 18 - Deaton 
SCS HCS HB 20 - Deaton 
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