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AN ACT

To amend chapter 168, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to aloan repayment
assistance program for teachers working in certain school districts, with a contingent
effective date.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 168, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new section, to be
known as section 168.610, to read as follows:

168.610. 1. The "Missouri Essential Needs School Districts Loan Repayment
Assistance Program”, which is hereby created, shall make undergraduate and graduate
loan repayment assistance available, subject to appropriation, to eligible teachers in
essential needs school districts, asthat term isdefined in subdivision (1) of subsection 2 of
this section.

2. Tobeédigiblefor theloan repayment assistance program established pursuant
to this section, a candidate shall:

(1) Beafull-timeteacher in an " essential needs school district" , which means, for
purposes of thissection, a school district in thisstatethat, asof August 28, 2001, or at any
time thereafter, iseither unaccredited or provisionally accredited;

(2) Havedeclared anintent toteach, for at least the number of yearsfor which any
loan repayment assistanceisreceived, in an essential needs school district;

(3) Havereceived and maintained hisor her certification for any year in which any
loan repayment isreceived,;
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(4) Have graduated with at least a 2.80 cumulative grade point average on a 4.00
scale, or an equivalent gradepoint aver ageon any other scale, from anationally accr edited
teacher education program; and

(5) Not be participating in any other loan repayment assistance program.

3. Beginning thefirst fiscal year after any fiscal year in which the appropriation
for thecritical teacher loan for giveness program pursuant to section 168.600 r eaches one
million dollars, loan repayment assistance may be awarded to any eligibleteacher for any
school year which beginsin any of the first five years after the initial repayment period
began on either any undergraduate or graduate student loan. The repayment assistance
shall bein an amount not to exceed four thousand dollarsin loan principal plusapplicable
accrued interest for each full year of eligible teaching service. For purposes of this
subsection, " school year" means one full calendar year, beginning on the effective date
listed on any teacher contract, or thefirst day of required work for a teacher in a school
year if no such contract exists.

4. Any teacher receiving loan repayment assistance pursuant to this section who
loseshisor her certification, isterminated or who quitshisor her teaching position in an
essential needs school district shall, upon such loss, termination or quitting, immediately
losethepro-ratashareof loan repayment assistanceto which that per son would havebeen
entitled for the remainder of the school year; except that, a teacher receiving loan
repayment assistancewho haslost hisor her certification and subsequently hashisor her
certification reinstated may haveloan repayment assistancereinstated for any remainder
of the school year during which that teacher was certified.

5. The coordinating board for higher education shall work with local school
districtstodevelop rulestoimplement thissection. Theboard isauthorized toadopt those
rules that are reasonable and necessary to accomplish the limited duties specifically
delegated pursuant to thissection. No ruleor portion of arule promulgated pursuant to
this section shall become effective unless it has been promulgated pursuant to the
provisions of chapter 536, RSMo.

Section B. The provisions of section A of this act shall take effect immediately upon
written notice signed by the governor to the revisor of statutes pursuant to this section.
Immediately upon the effective date of the appropriation bill in which the appropriation for the
critical teacher |oan forgiveness program pursuant to section 168.600 reachesonemillion dollars,
the commissioner of education shall notify the governor to provide official notice to the revisor
of statutes that the provisions of thisbill have become effective.



