SCS HCS HB 59 & 269 -- SUI Cl DE PREVENTI ON; PAI N MANAGEMENT;
MENTAL HEALTH SERVI CE PLANS

This bill requires the devel opnent of a state suicide prevention
pl an and certain preventive nental health plans. It also creates
an advisory conmittee on pain and synpt om managenent.

SUl Cl DE PREVENTI ON

The bill requires the Director of the Departnment of Mental
Health, in partnership with the Departnent of Health and Seni or
Servi ces, to design and devel op a state suicide prevention plan
in collaboration with the departnments of Social Services,

El ementary and Secondary Education, Hi gher Education, and
Corrections and with community-based agencies. The plan nust:

(1) Pronote the use of enpl oyee assistance and workpl ace
prograns to support enpl oyees experiencing depression or other
psychiatric illnesses;

(2) Pronote the use of student assistance and educati onal
progranms to support students with depression, other psychiatric
i1l nesses, and substance abuse di sorders;

(3) Provide training and technical assistance to |ocal public
heal t h and ot her comuni ty-based professionals on the best
practices to prevent suicides;

(4) Coordinate federal, state, and | ocal agencies in order to
coll ect and anal yze data on suicides and suicidal behaviors in
M ssouri and annual ly issue a public report;

(5) Establish a toll-free suicide prevention hotline; and

(6) Recommend statutory changes, inplenentation, and fundi ng
requirenents to the General Assenbly by Decenber 31, 2004.

ADVI SOCRY COUNCI L ON PAIN AND SYMPTOM MANAGEMENT

The bill establishes the M ssouri State Advisory Council on Pain
and Synpt om Managenment. The council will consist of 19 nenbers,
who will be appointed by February 1, 2004. The council is
required to:

(1) Hold public hearings to gather information relating to pain
managenent ;

(2) Make recommendations on acute and chronic pai n managenent
practi ces;



(3) Analyze statutes, rules, and regulations relating to pain
managenent ;

(4) Study the use of alternative therapies and any sanctions
i nposed;

(5) Exam ne the needs of adults, children, the termnally ill
and mnorities that have acute and chronic pain;

(6) Review the pain managenent education nmaterials provided by
prof essional |icensing boards;

(7) WMake recommendations to health care professionals for
i ntegrating pain managenent into their practices and regarding
continui ng education requirenents for pain managenent;

(8) Review guidelines issued by the United States Departnent of
Heal th and Human Servi ces; and

(9) Prepare an annual report to deliver to the Director of the
Department of Health and Senior Services, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, the President Pro Tem of the Senate,
and the Governor by February 1 of each year.

Menmbers of the council wll serve w thout conpensation but may be
rei mbursed for any expenses incurred, subject to appropriation.
The Departnent of Health and Senior Services wll provide

exi sting personnel to staff the council and may receive any
noneys that becone avail abl e on behalf of the council.

MENTAL HEALTH SERVI CE PLAN

The bill requires the Departnent of Mental Health to develop a
pl an to address the needs of persons who are on a waiting |i st
for services. The plan is required to enphasize the partnership
bet ween devel opnental |y di sabl ed individuals and their famlies,
comunity providers, and state officials.

The plan is required to include:

(1) A nethod for reducing the waiting period to 90 days;

(2) A description of available services and an eval uation of the
capacity to serve nore individuals;

(3) A nethod of adjusting support and service |evels based on
i ndi vi dual needs and a nethod for determ ni ng when out - of - hone,
24- hour care is necessary;

(4) A description of howthe plan with be inplenented on a



st at ewi de basi s;
(5) Any recommendations for changes to state |aw, and

(6) An analysis of the nonetary and programmatic effects in
providing services to all eligible individuals and their
famlies.

The bill requires the plan to be conpleted no | ater than Novenber
1, 2003. The director of the departnment is required to submt a
copy of the plan to the Speaker of the House of Representatives,

the President Pro Tem of the Senate, and the Governor.



