HB 182 -- OFFI CI AL STATE GRASS
CO SPONSORS: May, Vi ebrock, More

COW TTEE ACTION: Voted "do pass" by the Commttee on
Conservation and Natural Resources by a vote of 20 to O.

This bill nanmes the native grass known as “Bi g Bl uestent
(Andropogon gerardii) as Mssouri’s official state grass.

FI SCAL NOTE: No inpact on state funds.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that Big Bluestemis a native grass
species that has played an inportant historic role in creating
deep, rich prairie soils. It allows soils to hold water
efficiently, reduces erosion, and provides quality forage for
both native prairie wildlife and donestic |ivestock.

Testifying for the bill were Representative May; Josh Ml ler;
Mtchell Spring; Christine Schm dgall; Departnent of
Conservation; Kinberly Thonpson; Daniel Al nekinder; Brody
Cadwal | ader; Cody Wi tnman; Andrea Sherod; Drew Hagni; Shane
Brazzl e; Autumm Bungardner; Rachel Haw ey; Sarah Sagel; Samant ha
Davis; Anthony MIler; Tony Palerno; Brittany Smth; Mchelle
Shar p; Jayne Macorm c; Brittany Dodd; Zach Underwood; Al exandria
Skriver; Brooke Stevenson; Jessica Perona; Janmes Trager; M ssour
Native Plant Society; and M ssouri Prairie Foundation.

OPPONENTS: There was no opposition voiced to the committee.
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