HB 350 -- HEALTH | NSURANCE
CO SPONSORS: Ri back W1son (25), Deeken, Hol and

COW TTEE ACTION: Voted "do pass" by the Commttee on Health
Care Policy by a vote of 11 to 2.

Currently, individual and group health insurance policies issued
or renewed in Mssouri are required to provide coverage for
i npatient and outpatient treatnent of al coholism

This bill changes the requirenent to coverage for chem ca
dependency, which is defined as psychol ogi cal or physi ol ogi cal
dependence upon and abuse of drugs, including al cohol.

The bill applies to all group health insurance policies issued or
renewed after Decenber 31, 2003.

FI SCAL NOTE: No inpact on state funds.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that alcoholismis one form of
substance abuse. The bill will require insurance conpanies to
provi de coverage for the condition of chem cal dependency which
i ncludes treatnent for al coholism

Testifying for the bill were Representative R back WIlson (25);
and M ssouri State-w de Parent Advisory Network.

OPPONENTS: (Opponents say that nmandati ng i nsurance coverage for
chem cal dependency will result in higher insurance prem uns for
enrol | ees.

Testifying against the bill was Blue Cross/Blue Shield of
M ssouri .

Joseph Deering, Legislative Analyst



