HCS HB 640 -- EMANCI PATI ON DAY

This bill designates June 19 of each year as "Enancipation Day."
This day is also referred to as "Juneteenth,” which conmenorat es
June 19, 1865, the day forner slaves in Galveston, Texas,

cel ebrated the ending of slavery.

On this day, M ssourians, governnment offices, and al

organi zations are asked to devote part of the day to renenbering
t he Emanci pation Proclamati on by cel ebrating "Juneteenth" and
reaffirmng their commtnment to achieving equal justice and
opportunity.

The bill creates the Mssouri Juneteenth Heritage and Jazz
Festival and Menorial. The bill allows the General Assenbly to
appropriate funds to establish a statew de festival and nonunent
to commenorate the struggl es and hardshi ps endured by those who
wer e ensl aved.



