HB 655 -- SPECI AL EDUCATI ON

CO SPONSORS: W/ son (130), Schlottach, Wallace, Bough, WI son
(119)

COMWM TTEE ACTION: Voted "do pass federal nandate" by the
Comm ttee on Education by a vote of 20 to O.

This bill deletes the current requirenent that students receiving
speci al education services nust be accombdat ed when possi bl e by
speci al aids and services rather than separate classes and
restates it to require that separate schooling be used only when
education in regular classes with aids and services cannot be
achi eved satisfactorily. The bill also revises the procedure for
revi ew of hearing panel decisions, requiring the court to receive
the adm nistrative record, hear additional evidence if requested,
and rule on the preponderance of the evidence, and provides for a
60-day period in which judicial review may be petitioned. The
bill permts appeals of the court’s decision and nakes the

provi sions of the adm nistrative procedure chapter applicable to
speci al education due process hearings and appeal s.

FI SCAL NOTE: No inpact on state funds.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that the U S. Departnent of
Educati on has required changes to two aspects of speci al
education in order to bring Mssouri into conpliance with federa
|l aw. The state’s Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
grant of approximately $140 million is conditioned upon these
changes.

Testifying for the bill were Representative WIlson (130);
Departnent of El enmentary and Secondary Education; M ssour
Nat i onal Educational Association; and Mssouri State Teachers
Associ ati on.

OPPONENTS: There was no opposition voiced to the conmttee.
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