HCS HB 725 & 684 -- MOTOR VEH CLES
SPONSOR:  Crawford

COW TTEE ACTION: Voted "do pass" by the Commttee on
Transportation and Motor Vehicles by a vote of 16 to 4.

Thi s substitute makes nunmerous changes relating to notor
vehi cl es.

SPECI AL LI CENSE PLATES

Any organi zati on seeking authorization to establish a new
specialty license plate, other than a mlitary specialty license
pl ate, nust submt to the Departnment of Revenue a m nimum of 100
applications, with specialty plate fees and a $5, 000 application
fee. The departnment will submt for approval all applications
for devel opnment of special license plates to the Joint Conmittee
on Transportation Oversight. |If the specialty plate request is
approved by the joint commttee, the organization nust submt the
proposed art design no |later than 60 days after approval. |If the
specialty plate is not approved, 97% of the application fee wll
be refunded to the requesting organization along with the
specialty plate fees submtted. Any person or organization who
receives a notice of denial of application for devel opnent of a
specialty plate nay request a review within 15 days of a notice
of deni al .

The substitute increases specialty plate fees from $15 to $25.
TOW NG AND STORAGE

W eckers, tow trucks, or rollbacks requested by | aw enforcenent
wi |l be considered energency vehicles after arriving at a scene
of an acci dent or abandoned property. Storage facilities that
have stored an unsal vageabl e abandoned notor vehicle that has not
been clainmed for 90 days nay di spose of the property as scrap
property. The substitute establishes the procedures.

COMVERCI AL ZONE

The substitute extends the Kansas City conmercial zone south
along U S. Highway 71 and State Route 291 to and including the
City of Harrisonville.

USE OF HEADLI GHTS
Mot or vehicle headlanps will be required to be in use at any tine

when weat her conditions require the use of wi ndshield w pers and
in foggy conditions.



COVMERCI AL MOTOR VEHI CLES

The substitute puts statutory provisions regulating comrerci al
notor vehicle registration under the authority of the H ghways
and Transportation Conm ssion instead of the Departnent of
Econom ¢ Devel opnent. This nove is necessitated by

reorgani zati on under the Governor’s Executive Order 02-03
(February 7, 2002).

Procedures are established for quarterly staggering of annual
commercial notor vehicle registrations.

Bl CYCLES

The substitute amends the Mbdel Traffic O dinance to provide that
a notor vehicle cannot be driven or parked within a bicycle |ane.
A notor vehicle may be driven in a bicycle lane only for the

pur pose of a | awful nmaneuver to cross the | ane or provide for
safe travel

Motorists will be required to exercise the highest degree of care
to avoid colliding with bicyclists and notorcyclists.

Motorists who intentionally, recklessly, or negligently collide
W th pedestrians, bicyclists, or notorcyclists will be held
l'iable for a m nimum of $500 in conpensatory damages. |f the
not ori st does the sanme act but has six or nore points on his or
her driver’s license, has a prior conviction for an

i ntoxication-rel ated of fense, or has previously caused personal
injury to a pedestrian or cyclist, the notorist will be liable
for a m ninmum of $1,000 in conpensatory damages and will be
subj ect to having 12 points assessed on his or her driver’s

| icense and the |icense revoked for a period of one year.

SCHOOL ZONES

Counties and municipalities wll be allowed to establish a
maxi num speed limt of 20 mles per hour within school zones and,
in conjunction with the school board, may establish a | ower speed
limt if needed for public safety.

STREET RODS AND CUSTOM VEHI CLES

The substitute establishes new registration procedures for street
rods and custom vehi cl es.

The owner nust certify at the time of registration that the
vehicle will be maintained for occasional transportation,
exhibits, club activities, parades, tours, and sim/lar uses and
will not be used for general daily transportation. These



vehicles initially nmust be safety inspected but will be exenpted
from periodic vehicle inspections and fromany em ssion
I nspections.

The nodel year and the year of manufacture that are listed on the

certificate of title will be the nodel year and year of
manuf acture that the body resenbles. The current and al
subsequent certificates of ownership will be designation as a

“REPLI CA” vehi cl e.

Li cense plates for these categories of vehicles wll have “STREET
ROD’ or “CUSTOM VEHI CLE” desi gnati on.

A street rod or customvehicle may use blue dot tail lights for
stop lanps, rear turning indicator |anps, rear hazard | anps, and
rear reflectors.

FI SCAL NOTE: Not available at tine of printing.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say staggering commercial notor vehicle
registrations allows the workload to be distributed throughout
the year and allows for a nore efficient operation. The

provi sions regarding bicyclist and pedestrian safety would
elimnate barriers to safe bicycle and pedestrian transportation.

Testifying for House Bill 725 were Representative Kingery;
Departnent of Transportation; and M ssouri Mtor Carriers
Associ ati on.

Testifying for House Bill 684 were Representative Jones;
Departnent of Transportation; M ssouri National Education
Associ ation; and Trail Net, St. Louis.

OPPONENTS: There was no opposition voiced to the committee.

Robert Triplett, Legislative Analyst



