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AN ACT

To repeal section 162.856, RSMb, and to enact
in lieu thereof one new section relating to

t he governing council of certain special
school districts.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF
M SSOURI, AS FOLLOWS

Section A.  Section 162.856, RSMb, is repeal ed and
one new section enacted in |lieu thereof, to be known as
section 162.856, to read as foll ows:

162.856. 1. In each special school district with
a popul ation in excess of one hundred thousand persons,
there is hereby established a "Governing Council™" which
shal | consist of one nmenber of the board of education
of each school district, all or a portion of which is
contained in the special school district. The first
governing council shall be formed on or before May 31,
1996, or the effective date of this section, My 24,
1996, whichever is |ater.

(1) Each nenber of the governing council shall be
el ected by the board of education of the school
di strict on which the nenber serves. The board of
education of a school district within the speci al
school district may elect a new nenber to the governing

council to fill a vacancy fromthat district and may
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repl ace the existing district nenber on the governing council at
any tinme, upon providing witten notice of the change to the
secretary of the governing council.

(2) The nenbers of the governing council of a special

school district in a county with a charter form of governnent and

a popul ation of nore than one mllion inhabitants shall serve

two-year terns that begin May first. Each gover ni ng counci

menber nay serve up to four terns. No nmenmber who has served for

eight or nore vears by May 1, 2004, shall continue to serve after

the effective date of this section nor shall any such nenber

serve as governing council nenber until at | east three other

menbers of the board of education of the school district on which

t he nenber serves have served as governing council nenbers for at

| east one termeach or for a total of at |east six years served

by other school board nenbers on his or her own |ocal board.

Each board of education shall elect a successor nenber for any

menber whose term has been ended pursuant to this subdivision

within thirty days of the effective date of this section.

(3) Each nenber of the governing council shall report the

subst ance of each council neeting to his or her board of

education at the district's next board neeting.

2. The governing council of a special school district shal
have the foll owi ng powers and duti es:

(1) To establish such rules and procedures as may be



necessary to carry out its powers and duties as provided in this
section;

(2) To elect a chairman, a secretary and such ot her
officers as it deens necessary;

(3) To review and give final approval of the annual budget
of the special school district subject to the follow ng
provi si ons:

(a) For the 1996-97, 1997-98 and 1998-99 school years, the
board of education of a special school district shall submt its
proposed budget to the governing council no later than Apri
first prior to the beginning of the school year, except that, for
the 1996-97 school year only, the board of education shall submt
its proposed budget to the governing council no later than thirty
days after May 24, 1996. The governing council shall then either
accept this budget proposal or make any anendnents it deens
appropriate and adopt the annual budget as amended no | ater than
si xty days after receipt of the proposed budget;

(b) For the 1999-2000 school year and each school year
t hereafter:

a. The board of education of a special school district
shal | develop, in cooperation with the governing council, its
annual budget which shall, follow ng adoption by the board, be
submtted to the governing council no later than April first

prior to the beginning of the school year for final approval;



b. The governing council shall accept or reject the
proposed budget by May first prior to the beginning of the school
year. |If rejected, the proposed budget shall be returned to the
board of education no later than May first with a statenent
setting forth the reasons for the rejection;

c. The governing council and the board of education shal
resol ve any differences regardi ng approval of the budget by June
thirtieth prior to the beginning of the school year;

(4) To annually review, conduct public hearings on and
approve a rolling five-year plan for the operation and nmanagenent
of the district which shall be annually devel oped by the board of
education of the special school district. The plan shal
contain, but not be limted to, the follow ng:

(a) The delivery of services;

(b) The structure, governance, adm nistration and financi al
managenent of the district;

(c) Cooperation with conmponent school districts; and

(d) Responsiveness to the needs and concerns of the

citizens of the special school district.

The plan shall be first approved by the governing council on or
bef ore Decenber 31, 1996, and shall be reviewed and approved
annual |y on or before Decenber thirty-first of each follow ng

year;



(5) To consult with the parental advisory conmttee
established in section 162. 858;

(6) To hold at |east four neetings per school year and such
ot her neetings, called by the chairman of the council, a majority
of the council nmenbers or the board of education of the special
school district, as may be necessary to transact business and
fulfill the duties established under this section. Al neetings
of the governing council shall be open to the public, pursuant to

chapter 610, RSMb, and notice of such neetings shall be posted at

local district offices. Mnutes shall be kept of al

proceedi ngs, shall be provided to all boards of education of

nenber districts, and shall be a public record,;

(7) To conpel the attendance of the superintendent, nenbers
of the board of education, or any enpl oyee of the special school
district and the production of papers, records, testinony, and
other materials relating to the special school district, and to
adm ni ster oaths to wi tnesses and take testinony under oath;

(8) To conduct a study to determ ne whether a plan should
be devel oped whereby the | ocal school districts assune greater
responsibility and authority in the education of children with
di sabilities.

3. Unless a greater majority is otherw se required, al
actions of the governing council shall require a majority of the

aut hori zed nenbers who represent at |least fifty percent of the



popul ation of the district. Population figures shall be adjusted

based on the | atest census data avail abl e.



