2898L. 011
AN ACT

To repeal sections 166.260, 167.322, 167. 328,
167.330, 167.332, and 167.335, RSMo, and to
enact in lieu thereof six new sections
relating to alternative education prograns.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF M SSOURI,
AS FOLLOWE:

Section A Sections 166.260, 167.322, 167.328, 167. 330,

167. 332 and 167. 335, RSMb, are repeal ed and si x new sections
enacted in lieu thereof, to be known as sections 166. 260,
167. 322, 167.328, 167.330, 167.332 and 167.335, to read as
fol | ows:

166. 260. There is hereby created the "Children At-Risk in
Educati on Program which shall be adm nistered by the
commi ssi oner of education. The program shall be funded by noneys
provi ded to school districts pursuant to line 14 of subsection 6
of section 163.031, RSMo, and used solely as determ ned by |ocal
boards of education for: reductions of class size in schools
cont ai ni ng high concentrations of children who are | east
advant aged or who have specially identified educational needs
according to rule and regul ation of the state board of education;
or the foll ow ng:

(1) The program of half-day instruction for devel opnentally
del ayed and at-risk children established pursuant to section

167. 260, RSM;

1
EXPLANATI ON- Matter encl osed in bol d-faced brackets [thus] in the
above bill is not enacted and is intended to be onitted fromthe | aw

Matter in bol dface type in the adove law i s new proposed | anguage.



(2) The programto provide teacher assistants in grades
ki ndergarten through three established pursuant to section
167. 263, RSM;

(3) The programof famly literacy for children and

famlies of children at risk of dropping out of school pursuant

to section 160.531, RSMb;

[(3)] (4) The programto provide guidance counselors in
grades ki ndergarten through nine established pursuant to section
167. 265, RSM;

[(4)] (5) The prograns for pupils at risk of becom ng high
school dropouts established pursuant to section 167.270, RSM,

i ncludi ng specialized courses of instruction, alternative
education prograns for pregnant teens and teen nothers and
suppl enmental services for teen nothers;

[(5)] (6) The program of support services to pupils
identified as having a high risk of dropping out of school
establ i shed pursuant to section 167.280, RSM;

[(6)] (7) The program of professional devel opnent
conmttees for in-service training on teaching children
identified as at risk of failing in school pursuant to section
168. 400, RSM;

[(7)] (8) A programto contract for nental health services
to neet the needs of children who are identified as being at risk

of failing school as a result of enotional or environnental



factors. Eligible contractors shall be approved by the
departnment of nental health;

[(8)] (9) The program of special education and ot her
speci al services for at-risk and handi capped children in grades
ki ndergarten through third grade enphasi zing prevention and early
intervention, rather than renedi ati on, known as the "Success for
Al Progrant;

[(9)] (10) Paying for building site operating costs in the
proportion that the free and reduced-price neal eligible student
count is to the total enrollment in that building; [and

(10)] (11) Any other alternative education program and

(12) O her prograns as approved by the conm ssioner of
education that are exclusively targeted to provide educati onal
services for students who are | east advantaged or who have
specially identified educational needs.

167.322. There is hereby created and established, subject
to the availability of appropriations nmade for that purpose, a
system of alternative education for Mssouri citizens who qualify

[under] pursuant to sections 167.320 to 167.332. This system of

alternative education shall be available to any citizen of
M ssouri who:

(1) Is currently a student at any grade level in a school

system of M ssouri and is experiencing difficulty in academ c,

di sciplinary, social, economc, or other areas relating to the



student's ability to becone a productive nenber of the work force
after graduation, and is identified by the resident's district as
a potential dropout; or

(2) Is currently of an age to qualify for public school
enrol | ment but has dropped out of school and is wlling to
reenroll in his or her resident district for the purpose of
attending alternative education classes; or

(3) |Is a graduate of high school or holds an equival ent
di ploma and is experiencing difficulty in finding a job or
sust ai ni ng enpl oynent or who wi shes to further his or her
vocational training; or

(4) Does not have a high school diplom or an equival ent
di pl oma and who is experiencing difficulty in finding a job or
sust ai ni ng enpl oynent or who wi shes to further his or her
vocati onal training.

167.328. 1. A student who qualifies for alternative
education under section 167.322 and is currently of an age that
qualifies himor her for enrollnment in a public school may attend

[his traditional high] the school of residence for a portion of

t he day based upon [is] such student's individual needs and

educati onal plan.
2. A student enrolled in the alternative education program
may attend an area vocational |earning center on a full- or

part-time basis.



3. A district that has chosen to support an el enentary

grades alternative education programw th funds pursuant to

section 167.332 is not required to house the elementary grades on

the site of the area | earning center

167.330. An alternative education programcl ass shall be
conposed as nearly as practicable of twenty students during
regul ar school hours and twenty students during evening or

ext ended hours, except that elenmentary qgrades alternative

education prograns nmay be formed with fewer students and may be

organi zed in graded or ungraded classroons. C asses shall be

of fered during the regular school hours and cl asses for evening
or extended hours may be for three hours.

167.332. 1. The departnent of elenentary and secondary
education shall evaluate each alternative education plan and
assess the needs of each area vocational |earning center. Each
area vocational |earning center shall submt annually to the
departnent of elenentary and secondary education a detail ed

instruction plan for the inplenentation, expansion and

continuation of the area |earning center. For the purposes of
receiving state aid pursuant to section 163.031, RSM, the
resident district shall count students who qualify under sections
167.320 to 167.332. A student shall be counted for the period of
time he or she attends the area |earning center to a maxi mum of

si x hours per day, even if the hours of attendance are not within



t he schedule of the resident district. Al funds transmtted to
the resident district under section 148. 360, RSMb, section

149. 015, RSMb, and sections 163.031 and 163. 087, RSMb, for the
portion of time the student attends the area | earning center,
shall be transferred by the resident district to the area

| earning center. Districts choosing to support an elenentary

grades alternative education programw th funds pursuant to this

section may participate in a cooperative programw th other

districts or may retain the proportional share of this funding to

support such a programin the district. Nothing in this section

shall be construed to require a district that participates in a

cooperative programfor its secondary |evel students to use a

cooperative programfor the elenentary |evel. Addi ti onal state

and federal funds appropriated by the general assenbly shall be

awarded to the area learning centers to fund one hundred percent

of the additional costs per pupil as determ ned by the departnent

of elenmentary and secondary education based upon each area
| earning center's needs and on the | evel of the appropriation.

2. Additional state and federal funds appropriated by the

general assenbly shall be awarded to the area |l earning centers to

fund one hundred percent of the additional costs per pupil needed

to expand the alternative education programin a district to

i ncl ude the el ementary grades. Nothing in this section shall be

construed to require a district to inplenent a secondary grades




alternative programbefore initiating an el enentary qgrades

al ternative program

3. Updated instructional plans and year-end student reports
shall be required annually fromthe area vocational |earning
centers and shall be a condition for additional funding. New
area vocational learning centers shall be funded on a priority
basis determ ned by the potential to be served and the comunity
demand.

167.335. 1. The state board of education shall establish a
programto award grants to school districts that apply for
assistance in providing alternative educational opportunities for
students whose denonstrated disruptive behavior indicates that
t hey cannot be adequately served in the traditional classroom
setting. The board shall solicit applications from school
districts and shall make grants from funds appropriated for that
purpose in such amounts and on such terns as it determ nes best
encour ages the devel opnent of alternative education prograns
t hroughout the state. The board shall give preference to
applications that denonstrate a need for alternative education
services and stress:

(1) A conprehensive, kindergarten through grade twelve
approach to preventing problens that result in the need for
alternative education services;

(2) Rigorous instruction in core academ c disciplines;



(3) Activities designed to enable the student to better
performin the regular classroomand to transition students back
to the regular classroomwhen nerited by their performance;

(4) A student-centered approach whereby activities are
designed to neet the particular needs of individual students; and
(5) Collaboration wth existing conmmunity-based service
provi ders, such as cooperative education prograns, school to work
prograns, parents-as-teachers prograns, prograns devel oped by the
department of econom c devel opnent and prograns devel oped by
| ocal service delivery agencies, and ot her governnental and

private agencies to address student needs beyond those
traditionally addressed by schools.

2. School districts may submt joint applications and are
encouraged to pursue regional approaches to alternative education
where warranted. Area vocational |earning centers shall be
eligible to submt applications and are encouraged to pursue
grants to expand and enhance existing alternative education
prograns established pursuant to sections 167.320 to 167. 332,
provi ded that any additional activities are conpatible with
subdi visions (1) to (5) of subsection 1 of this section. The
state board of education shall adopt rules necessary to inplenent
t he grant program established pursuant to this section, provided
that no rule or portion of a rule pronul gated pursuant to this

section shall becone effective unless it has been pronul gated



pursuant to the provisions of [section 536.024] chapter 536,

RSMb.

3. Any alternative education program nmay be enlarged to

i nclude additional grade levels. Al alternative education

prograns shall include an early intervention program for

elementary pupils within three years of the establishment of the

programor the effective date of this section, whichever |ater

OCcCurs.

4. Gants awarded pursuant to this section may be continued

to pernit the establishnent of an elenentary grades alternative

education program A grant continuation shall not be

conpetitive:; however, the departnent of elenentary and secondary

education may pronul gate rules to set standards for alternative

educati on program expansion to elenentary grades through a grant

conti nuati on.




