3241L. 02|
AN ACT

To repeal section 162. 666, RSMb, and to enact
in lieu thereof one new section relating to
the St. Louis students' bill of rights, with
an energency cl ause.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF M SSOURI,
AS FOLLOWE:

Section AL Section 162.666, RSMo, is repeal ed and one new
section enacted in lieu thereof, to be known as section 162. 666,
to read as follows:

162.666. 1. The provisions of this section shall be known

and may be cited as the ["St. Louis] "Metropolitan School

District Students' Bill of Rights".

2. For the purposes of this section, "district” neans a
nmetropol itan school district, as defined in section 160.011
RSMb.

3. Each district shall reinstitute the basic kindergarten
t hrough ei ghth grade system of grade schools within the district.

4. Every child within the district of the appropriate age
and appropriate aptitude for discipline and openness to
instruction shall have the right to attend a basic kindergarten
t hrough ei ght h grade school

5. Every child within the district shall have the right to
attend such school closest to such child' s hone.

6. Every child within the district shall have the right to
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transfer to any other such school within the district.

7. The district shall have the right to transport children
to relieve overcrowmding. Transportation to relieve overcrowdi ng
shal |l be performed in such a manner as to fill in school seats in
bui | di ngs that have surplus seats, but shall not be permtted to
di spl ace any child who has elected to attend the school |ocated
cl osest to such child's hone.

8. The per pupil expenditure of funds for the cost of
education shall be equalized to the greatest extent possible,
with appropriate variation allowable in order to accommobdate the
speci al renedi al needs of children who test bel ow grade |evel and
t he needs of gifted children.

9. Schools for gifted children with accel erated academ c
progranms shall be established and evenly distributed across the
district. The district shall have the right to transport
children to and from schools for the gifted. Children who attend
schools for the gifted shall have the right to attend such school
which is |located closest to such child s honme and shall have the
right to transfer to or attend any other school for the gifted
within the district.

10. The provisions of the [St. Louis] netropolitan school

district students' bill of rights shall only becone effective
upon approval by a majority of [the voters of the city of St.

Louis voting thereon. The governing board of the transitional



district established pursuant to section 162. 1100 may conduct a
| egal analysis of the programenunerated in this section, shal
publi sh any such anal ysis and nake the analysis available to the
public and shall propose, to the extent that the programis
consistent wwth the Mssouri and United States Constitutions,

pl ace before the voters of the city of St. Louis no later than

March 15, 1999, a proposal to inplenent the progran those voting

on the issue within the district. The board of el ection

comni ssioners responsible for the conduct of elections in any

metropolitan school district shall submt the issue to a vote on

the first reqularly schedul ed el ection day after the effective

date of this section for which the issue neets the | ega

requi renents for placenent on the ballot, or as soon thereafter

as is legally permssible if prohibited by order of a court of

conpetent jurisdiction fromplacing the issue on the ballot on

the first available election day after the effective date of this

section for which the issue neets the |l egal requirenents for

pl acenent _on the ballot. Not hing in this subsection shall be

construed as prohibiting the holding of a special election on the

issue. If approved by a majority of such voters, the program
shal | be inplemented consistent with the Mssouri and United
States Constitutions.

11. The proposal shall be submtted substantially as

foll ows:



Shall the [St. Louis] School District reinstitute the basic
ki ndergarten through ei ghth grade nei ghborhood school system
within the district and be required to permt students to attend
t he school closest to their home?

[ 1 YES [ 1] NO

Section B. Because imedi ate action is necessary to address
the rights of students in netropolitan school districts section A
of this act is deened necessary for the i medi ate preservation of
the public health, welfare, peace, and safety, and is hereby
declared to be an energency act within the neaning of the
constitution, and section A of this act shall be in full force

and effect upon its passage and approval .



