3267L. 01l
AN ACT

To repeal sections 340.200, 340.246, 340.262,
340. 306, 340.312, and 340.320, RSMb, and to
enact in lieu thereof eight new sections
relating to veterinarians.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF M SSOURI,
AS FOLLOWE:

Section A Sections 340.200, 340.246, 340.262, 340. 306,
340. 312, and 340. 320, RSMb, are repeal ed and ei ght new sections
enacted in lieu thereof, to be known as sections 340. 200,

340. 217, 340.246, 340.255, 340.262, 340.306, 340.312, and
340.320, to read as foll ows:

340.200. Wen used in sections 340.200 to 340.330, the
foll owi ng ternms nean:

(1) "Accredited school of veterinary nedicine", any
veterinary college or division of a university or college that
of fers the degree of doctor of veterinary nedicine or its
equi valent and is accredited by the American Veterinary Mdi cal
Associ ati on (AVMA) ;

(2) "Aninmal", any wild, exotic or domestic, living or dead
ani mal or manmal other than man, including birds, fish and
reptil es;

(3) "Applicant™, an individual who files an application to
be licensed to practice veterinary nmedicine or to be registered

as a veterinary technician;
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(4) "Appointed nenber of the board", regularly appointed
menbers of the M ssouri veterinary nedical board, not including
the state veterinarian who serves on the board ex officio;

(5) "Board", the Mssouri veterinary nedical board;

(6) "Consulting veterinarian”, a veterinarian |licensed in
anot her state, country or territory who gives advice or
denonstrates techniques to a licensed M ssouri veterinarian or
group of licensed M ssouri veterinarians,

(7) "ECFVG certificate", a certificate issued by the
American Veterinary Medical Association Educational Conm ssion
for Foreign Veterinary Gaduates or its successor. The
certificate nust indicate that the holder of the certificate has
denonstrat ed know edge and skill equivalent to that possessed by
a graduate of an accredited school of veterinary medicine;

(8) "Energency", when an ani mal has been placed in a life-
t hreatening condition and i nmedi ate treatnent is necessary to
sustain life or where death is inmnent and action i s necessary
to relieve pain or suffering;

(9) "Faculty nenber", full professors, assistant
prof essors, associate professors, clinical instructors and
residents but does not include interns or adjunct appointnents;

(10) "Foreign veterinary graduate", any person, including
foreign nationals and American citizens, who has received a
prof essional veterinary nedi cal degree froman AVMA |i sted

veterinary coll ege | ocated outside the boundaries of the United



States, its territories or Canada, that is not accredited by the
AVNA,

(11) "License", any permt, approval, registration or
certificate issued or renewed by the board,;

(12) "Licensed veterinarian", an individual who is validly
and currently licensed to practice veterinary nedicine in
M ssouri as determ ned by the board in accordance with the
requi rements and provisions of sections 340.200 to 340. 330;

(13) "M ninum standards”, standards as set by board rule
and which establish the mninmumrequirenments for the practice of
veterinary nedicine in the state of M ssouri as are consi stent
with the intent and purpose of sections 340.200 to 340. 330;

(14) "Person", any individual, firm partnership,
associ ation, joint venture, cooperative or corporation or any
ot her group or conbination acting in concert; whether or not
acting as principal, trustee, fiduciary, receiver, or as any kind
of |legal or personal representative or as the successor in
i nterest, assigning agent, factor, servant, enployee, director,
of ficer or any other representative of such person;

(15) "Practice of veterinary nedicine", to represent
directly, indirectly, publicly or privately an ability and
wi |l lingness to do any act described in subdivision [(24)] (28) of
this section;

(16) "Provisional license", a license issued to a person

while that person is engaged in a veterinary candi dacy program



(17) "Registered veterinary technician", a person who is
formally trained for the specific purpose of assisting a |licensed
veterinarian with technical services under the appropriate |evel
of supervision as is consistent with the particul ar del egated
ani mal health care task

(18) "Supervision":

(a) "lInmmediate supervision”, the licensed veterinarian is
in the i Mmedi ate area and within audi bl e and visual range of the
animal patient and the person treating the patient;

(b) "Direct supervision", the licensed veterinarian is on
the prem ses where the animal is being treated and is quickly and
easily avail able and the ani mal has been exam ned by a |licensed
veterinarian at such tinmes as acceptable veterinary nedica
practice requires consistent wwth the particul ar del egated ani ma
heal th care task

(c) "Indirect supervision"”, the licensed veterinarian need
not be on the prem ses but has given either witten or oral
instructions for the treatnment of the aninmal patient or treatnent
prot ocol has been established and the ani mal has been exam ned by
a licensed veterinarian at such tines as acceptable veterinary
medi cal practice requires consistent wwth the particul ar
del egated health care task; provided that the patient is not in a
surgi cal plane of anesthesia and the licensed veterinarian is
avail abl e for consultation on at |east a daily basis;

(19) "Supervisor", a licensed veterinarian enploying or



utilizing the services of a registered veterinary technician,
veterinary intern, tenporary provisional |icensee, veterinary
medi cal student, unregistered assistant or any other individual
wor ki ng under that veterinarian's supervision

(20) "Tenporary license", any tenporary perm ssion to
practice veterinary nedicine issued by the board pursuant to
section 340. 248;

(21) "Unregistered assistant”, any individual who is not a
regi stered veterinary technician or licensed veterinarian and is
enpl oyed by a |icensed veterinari an;

(22) "Veterinarian", "doctor of veterinary nedicine",
"DVM', "VMD', or equivalent title, a person who has received a
doctor's degree in veterinary nedicine froman accredited school
of veterinary medicine or holds a ECFVG certificate issued by the
AVNVA,

(23) "Veterinarian-client-patient relationship”, the
veterinarian has assunmed the responsibility for maki ng nedi cal
judgments regarding the health of the aninmal and the need for
nmedi cal treatnment, and the client, owner or owner's agent has
agreed to follow the instructions of the veterinarian. There is
sufficient know edge of the animal by the veterinarian to
initiate at |least a general or prelimnary diagnosis of the
medi cal condition of the animal. Veterinarian-client-patient
rel ati onship nmeans that the veterinarian has recently seen and is

personal |y acquainted with the keeping and care of the animal by



virtue of an exam nation or by nedically appropriate and tinely
visits to the prem ses where the animal is kept. The practicing
veterinarian is readily available for followup care in case of
adverse reactions or failure of the prescribed course of therapy;

(24) "Veterinary candi dacy progrant, a program by which a
person who has received a doctor of veterinary medicine or
equi val ent degree from an accredited school of veterinary
medi ci ne can obtain the practical experience required for
licensing in Mssouri pursuant to sections 340.200 to 340. 330;

(25) "Veterinary facility", any place or unit from which
the practice of veterinary medicine is conducted, including but
not limted to the follow ng:

(a) "Veterinary or animal hospital or clinic", a facility
that nmeets or exceeds all physical requirenments and m ni num
standards as established by board rule for veterinary facilities;
provi des quality exam nation, diagnostic and heal th nai nt enance
services for nedical and surgical treatnment of animals and is
equi pped to provide housing and nursing care for animals during
i1l ness or conval escence;

(b) "Specialty practice or clinic", a facility that
provi des conplete specialty service by a licensed veterinarian
who has advanced training in a specialty and is a diplomate of an
approved specialty board. A specialty practice or clinic shal
meet all m nimum standards which are applicable to a specialty as

establ i shed by board rule;



(c) "Central hospital", a facility that neets al
requi renents of a veterinary or aninmal hospital or clinic as
defined in paragraph (a) of this subdivision and ot her
requi renents as established by board rule, and which provides
speci alized care, including but not limted to twenty-four-hour
nursing care and specialty consultation on permanent or on-cal
basis. A central hospital shall be utilized primarily on
referral fromarea veterinary hospitals or clinics;

(d) "Satellite, outpatient or nobile small animal clinic",
a supportive facility owned by or associated with and has ready
access to a full-service veterinary hospital or clinic or a
central hospital providing all mandatory services and neeting al
physi cal requirenments and m ni num st andards as established by
sections 340.200 to 340.330 or by board rule;

(e) "Large animal nobile clinic", a facility that provides
exam nation, diagnostic and preventive nedi ci ne and m nor
surgical services for large aninmals not requiring confinenment or
hospi talization;

(f) "Enmergency clinic", a facility established to receive
patients and to treat illnesses and injuries of an emergency
nat ure;

(26) "Veterinary candidate", a person who has received a
doctor of veterinary nedicine or equival ent degree from an
accredited school or college of veterinary nedicine and who is

wor ki ng under the supervision of a board-approved |icensed



veterinarian;

(27) "Veterinary intern", a person who has received a
doctor of veterinary nedicine or equival ent degree from an
accredited school or college of veterinary nedicine and who is
participating in additional clinical training in veterinary
medi cine to prepare for AVMA-recogni zed certification or
speci al i zati on;

(28) "Veterinary nedicine", the science of diagnosing,
treating, changing, alleviating, rectifying, curing or preventing
any ani mal di sease, deformty, defect, injury or other physical
or nental condition, including, but not limted to, the
prescription or adm nistration of any drug, nedicine, biologic,
apparatus, application, anesthesia or other therapeutic or
di agnosti c substance or technique on any aninmal, including, but
not limted to, acupuncture, dentistry, aninmal psychol ogy, aninma
chiropractic, theriogenol ogy, surgery, both general and cosnetic
surgery, any manual, mechanical, biological or chem cal procedure
for testing for pregnancy or for correcting sterility or
infertility or to render service or recomendations with regard
to any of the procedures in this paragraph;

(29) "Veterinary student preceptee", a person who is
pursuing a veterinary degree in an accredited school of
veterinary nedi ci ne which has a preceptor program and who has
conpl eted the academ c requirenents of such program

340. 217. 1. No person reqistered as a veterinarian in




M ssouri shall engage in the practice of veterinary nedicine, as

authorized in this chapter, across state lines, except as herein

provi ded.

2. For purposes of this chapter, the "practice of

veterinary nedicine across state |lines" nmeans:

(1) The rendering of a witten or otherwi se docunent ed

veterinary nmedical opinion concerning the diagnosis or treatnment

of a patient within this state by a veterinarian | ocated outside

this state as a result of transm ssion of individual patient data

by electronic, telephonic, or other neans fromwithin this state

or any other state to such veterinarian or veterinarian's agent;

or

(2) The rendering of treatnent to a patient within this

state by a veterinarian |ocated outside this state as a result of

transm ssion of individual patient data by el ectronic,

tel ephonic, or other neans fromwthin this state or any other

state to such veterinarian or veterinarian's agent.

3. A veterinarian |located outside this state shall not be

required to obtain a license when:

(1) In consultation with a veterinarian licensed to

practice veterinary nedicine in this state; and

(2) The veterinarian licensed in this state retains the

ultimate authority and responsibility for the diagnosis and/or

treatnent in the care of the patient |located within this state;

or



(3) FEvaluating a patient or rendering an oral, witten, or

ot herwi se docunented veterinary nedi cal opini on when providing

testinony or records for the purpose of any civil or crimnal

action before any judicial or admnistrative proceeding in this

state or other forumin this state.

340.246. A provisional license may be issued to a qualified
applicant for |icensure pending exam nation results and

conpl etion of the veterinary candi dacy program or who has

otherwi se applied for licensure by grade transfer, reciprocity,

or exam nation, if the applicant neets all other required

gqualifications for licensure in sections 340.200 to 340. 330;

provi ded that the applicant is working under the supervision of a
licensed veterinarian in good standing. Such supervision shal

be consistent with the del egated animal health care task. A
provi sional license shall expire one year after the date of

i ssuance. A provisional license shall not be issued to

i ndi viduals applying for faculty licensure.

340.255. Any veterinarian licensed under sections 340. 200

to 340.330 who is not practicing or involved in any aspect,

adm ni strative or otherwise, of veterinary nedicine in M ssouri,

as defined in section 340.200, may request that his or her

license be placed on an inactive status. Any veterinarian

requesting his or her license to be placed on an inactive status

shall file an affirmation with the board stating that he or she

will not engage in the practice or be involved in any aspect,
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adm ni strative or otherwise, of veterinary nedicine in M ssouri.

To renew such inactive license, the person shall submt an

application for licensure renewal, pay the renewal fee, and

subnmit approved continuing education hours as required by rule of

t he board.

340.262. If a person is otherwise eligible to renew his or
her |icense, the person may renew an expired license within two
years of the date of expiration. To renew such expired |icense,
t he person shall submt an application for renewal, pay the
renewal fee, pay a delinquent renewal fee [and], pay a penalty

fee [as established by the board], and submt approved continuing

education hours as required by rule of the board. Upon a finding

of extenuating circunstances, the board nmay waive the paynent of
the penalty fee; however, nothing in this section shall be
construed as requiring such waiver. |If nore than two years have
| apsed since the date the license expired, the |license may not be
renewed. The hol der of such expired |license nust apply under the
procedures for a new |icense pursuant to sections 340.200 to

340. 330.

340.306. 1. The board may issue a certificate of
registration to an applicant, w thout exam nation, if the
applicant submts proof, satisfactory to the board, that the
applicant:

(1) Is currently registered in another state, territory,

district or province of the United States or Canada havi ng
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standards for adm ssion substantially the same as the standards
in Mssouri, and that the standards were in effect at the tine
the applicant was first admtted to practice in the other state,
territory, district or province of the United States or Canada;
and

(2) Has been enpl oyed and supervised by a |licensed
veterinarian for a period of at |least five consecutive years
preceding the applicant's application to practice as a veterinary
technician in Mssouri.

2. |f the applicant has not been licensed in another state,

territory, district, or province of the United States or Canada

for five consecutive vears, the board may deternine that the

applicant is eligible for licensure by grade score transfer. For

a _previous exam nation score to be transferred for a current

licensing period, the score nust be received within the five-year

period i medi ately precedi ng the application. | f such passing

score is not received within three attenpts, the board nay

require the applicant to appear before the board and/or subnmt

evi dence that the applicant has conpl eted continui ng educati on.

340.312. 1. If the technician |eaves the enploynment or
supervision of the licensed veterinarian and is not enployed by
or supervised by another |icensed veterinarian wthin thirty days
of the termnation of his or her enploynent, the technician's
certificate shall be placed on inactive status. It is the

responsibility of the technician to informthe executive director
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within thirty days of termnation of his or her enploynent. It
is grounds for revocation of the technician's certificate if he
or she fails to notify the executive director of such
term nation.

2. Any veterinary technician in the state of M ssouri whose

certificate has been on inactive status [for at |east five

continuous years] will be required to [take] conplete the

required continuing education [as required by the board] credits

in accordance with rules of the board, pay all fees and neet al

ot her requirenents of sections 340.200 to 340.330 and board rul es
for registration as a veterinary technician.

340.320. 1. Any person who practices as a veterinary
technician after his or her certificate has been revoked pursuant
to section 340.318 is in violation of sections 340.200 to 340. 330
and subject to crimnal prosecution as provided for under
sections 340.200 to 340.330. Such crimnal penalty shall be in
addition to and not in lieu of any penalty or other discipline
provi ded for under sections 340.200 to 340. 330.

2. If a person is otherwse eligible to renew his or her
certificate, such person may renew an expired certificate within
[one year] two years of the date of expiration by submtting an
application for renewal, paynent of the renewal fee, paynent of
del i nquent renewal fees and paynment of a penalty fee as
establ i shed by the board. A certificate may not be renewed if

[one year has] two years have | apsed since the date the
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certificate expired. Such holder of an expired certificate nust

make application for a new certificate.
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