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AN ACT

To anend chapter 578, RSMb, by adding thereto
one new section relating to unl awful

pur chase, ownership, or possession of body
armor, with a penalty provision.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF M SSOURI,
AS FOLLONG

Section A. Chapter 578, RSMo, is anended by adding thereto
one new section, to be known as section 578.340, to read as
foll ows:

578. 340. 1. As used in this section the followi ng terns

(1) "Ballistic panels", the material agai nst which the

arnor_specinen is securely positioned for ballistic testing to

al |l ow anal ysis and conparison of the backface deformation

resulting fromthe inmpact of nonpenetrating rounds;

(2) "Body arnor", those parts of a conplete arnor that

provide ballistic resistance to the penetration of the test

ammuni tion for which a conplete arnor is certified. In certain

nodel s, the body arnor consists of ballistic panels w thout a

carrier. O her nodels have a carrier fromwhich the ballistic

panel s may be renoved for cleaning or replacenent. Body arnor is

popularly referred to as a bull et proof vest;

(3) "Carrier", a washable cloth covering designed to hold

and position ballistic panels on the torso;
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(4) "Penetration", conplete perforation of an arnor test

sanple by a test bullet or bullet fragnent, or fragnents of the

arnor_evidenced by the presence of the bullet or fragnent in the

backi ng material, or by a hole that passes through a ballistic

panel or vest.

2. Except as provided in subsections 4, 5, 6, 7, or 8 of

this section, a person conmts the crine of unlawful possession,

pur chase, or ownership of body arnmor if such person purchases,

owns, or possesses body arnor and such person has pled quilty or

nol o contendere to or has been convicted of a dangerous felony,

as defined in section 556.061, RSMb, or of an attenpt to commit a

dangerous felony, or of a crine under the |laws of any state or of

the United States which, if commtted within this state, would be

a_danger ous fel ony.

3. Unl awf ul possessi on, purchase, or ownership of body

arnor is a class D felony.

4. Any person whose enploynent, livelihood, or safety is

dependant on the ability to legally possess and use body arnor,

who woul d be prohibited fromdoi ng so under the provisions of

subsection 2 of this section, may file a petition with the chief

of police or county sheriff of the jurisdiction in which he or

she seeks to possess, purchase, own or use the body arnor for an

exception to this prohibition.

5. The chief of police or sheriff may reduce or elinnate




the prohibition, inpose conditions on reduction or elinnation of

the prohibition, or otherwise grant relief fromthe prohibition

as he or she deens appropriate, based on the foll ow ng:

(1) Afinding that the petitioner is likely to use body

arnor in a safe and | awful manner:; and

(2) A finding that the petitioner has a reasonabl e need for

such protection under the circunstances.

6. In making his or her decision, the chief of police or

sheriff shall consider the petitioner's continued enploynent, the

interests of justice, any relevant evidence, and the totality of

t he circunstances. It is the intent of the leqgislature that | aw

enforcenent officials exercise broad discretion in fashioning

appropriate relief pursuant to the provisions of this section in

cases in which relief is warranted. However, nothing in this

section shall be construed to require | aw enforcenmnent officials

to grant relief to any particular petitioner. Relief fromthis

prohibition shall not relieve any person or entity from any other

liability that m ght otherw se be i nposed.

7. The chief of police or sheriff shall require, as a

condition of granting an exception pursuant to subsections 4, 5,

and 6 of this section, that the petitioner agree to nmaintain on

his or her person a certified copy of the | aw enforcenent

official's perm ssion to possess and use body arnor, including

any conditions or linmtations.




8. Law enforcenment officials who enforce the prohibition

specified in subsection 2 of this section against a person who

has been granted relief pursuant to subsections 4, 5, 6, and 7 of

this section, shall be inmune fromany liability for fal se arrest

arising fromthe enforcenent of this section unless the person

has in his or her possession a certified copy of the pernission

granting the person relief fromthe prohibition, as required by

subsection 7 of this section. This inmunity fromliability shal

not relieve any person or entity fromany other liability that

m ght ot herw se be i nmposed.




