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AN ACT

To amend chapter 510, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to punitive damages
in certain cases.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 510, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new section, to be
known as section 510.265, to read as follows:

510.265. No award of punitive damages against any defendant shall exceed the
greater of:

(1) Five hundred thousand dollars; or

(2) Five times the net amount of the judgment awarded to the plaintiff against the
defendant.

Such limitations shall apply if the state of Missouri is the plaintiff requesting the award of
punitive damages, or the defendant pleads guilty to or is convicted of a felony arising out
of the acts or omissions pled by the plaintiff or if all of the elements of a felony are found
by clear and convincing evidence by the civil court or jury in a bifurcated trial on behalf
of the plaintiff and against the defendant.
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