HCS HB 852 -- | MMUNI ZATI ONS
SPONSOR: Hol and

COM TTEE ACTION: Voted "do pass" by the Commttee on Health
Care Policy by a vote of 13 to O.

Thi s substitute contains provisions regarding i mmuni zati ons.

Ef fective January 1, 2006, the substitute prohibits immnizations
adm nistered to children | ess than eight years old from

containing mercury preservatives, including thinerosal. The Food
and Drug Adm nistration’s designation of an inmunization as
“thimerosal free” or “trace only” will conply with requirenents

of the substitute. Oher persons receiving inmunizations that
are not designated as “thinmerosal free” or “trace only” are
required to be infornmed that the imunization contains a nercury-
based preservative.

Ef fective January 1, 2006, the substitute also requires insurers
licensed in Mssouri that provide coverage for immunizations on a
fee schedul e or a percentage rei nbursenent basis to reinburse for
i mmuni zations not containing nercury. This reinbursenent nust be
at the same percentage rate of the usual and customary charges
provi ded for inmunizations containing nercury or other
preservatives prior to January 1, 2006.

The Director of the Departnent of Health and Senior Services wll
be exenpt fromconplying with the requirenents of the substitute
by providing docunentation of an outbreak requiring a public
vacci nati on program when a sufficient supply of vaccine that is
mercury free is not available. Persons receiving an exenpted

i muni zation are required to be inforned that it contains a
mercury-based preservative. The duration of the exenption wll
be determ ned by the director. The docunentation provided by the
departnment is required to be submtted to the chairs of the
commttees in the House of Representatives and Senate whose
jurisdiction is public health policy.

FI SCAL NOTE: Estinmated Net Cost on CGeneral Revenue Fund of
Unknown in FY 2005, FY 2006, and FY 2007. Estimated Net | ncone
on G her State Funds of $8,000 in FY 2005, $0 in FY 2006, and $0
in FY 2007.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that the bill does not discourage the
adm ni stration of immunizations, but provides a nmechanismfor

i nform ng parents about heavy netal preservatives contained in
certain vaccines, including nmercury and its conpound, thimerosal.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has recomrended
the renoval of nercury fromcertain vacci nes, and sone



phar maceuti cal conpani es have conplied. There has been a steady
increase in autism spectrum di sorders which are correlated with
the adm ni stration of inmunizations containing nmercury. The

di sorders not only affect children, but their famlies in terns
of enotional and financial distress. The bill will safeguard
children who receive i Mmuni zations fromthe potential side
effects of mercury-based preservatives currently used in

i muni zati ons.

Testifying for the bill were Representative Hol and; Nati onal
Autism Associ ation; Shelly Hunme; M ssouri Statew de Parent

Advi sory Network; Allan Cark, MD.; Lujene dark; Keith Mieller;
August Tonel l eri; Donal d Bondbank; Fran Norton, R N

Alalia Kraft; Mssouri First; and Mssouri Coalition for Freedom
in Health Care.

OPPONENTS: Those who oppose the bill say that federal |aw

requi res nunerous testing trials before a drug is approved by the
Food and Drug Adm nistration. After approval, vaccines used
during i mmuni zations are frequently nonitored. The |Inmunization
Saf ety Review Conmittee of the Institute of Medicine indicated
that the data |inking the incidence of autism and nercury-based

i mruni zations are inconclusive. Mre rigorous research is needed
concerning the correl ati on between nercury-based preservatives
used in vaccines and the incidence of autismin children. The
bill could have an adverse inpact on preventive public health
measures by limting or elimnating the adm nistration of sone

i mruni zations, thus causing an increase in certain conmuni cable
di seases.

Testifying against the bill were Departnent of Health and Seni or
Servi ces; Pharnmaceutical Research Manufacturers of Anmerica; Cole
County Health Departnent; Kansas City Health Departnent; M ssour
Associ ati on of School Nurses; and M ssouri Nurses Associ ation.

Joseph Deering, Legislative Analyst



