HCS HB 896 -- STATE PARK BOARD
SPONSOR:  Kel |y, 144 (Mayer)

COWM TTEE ACTION:  Voted "do pass" by the Conmttee on
Corrections and State Institutions by a vote of 6 to 4.

This substitute establishes the Mssouri State Park Board wthin
t he Departnent of Natural Resources as the authority for al
matters pertaining to the state park system The board w |
consi st of eight nenbers, six will reside in separate
congressional districts and at | east two nenbers will be from
counties with a state historic site of significant inportance to
mlitary history. Menbers will be appointed by the Governor,

wi th approval of the Senate, and serve three-year staggered

terms. The director of the departnment will serve as the chair
with a tie-breaking vote, and the executive director of the State
Hi storical Society will be an ex-officio nmenber. The board will
neet at | east twice annually. Menbers will serve w thout
conpensation, but will be reinbursed for necessary expenses.

The board will hold public nmeetings on any addition,

nodi fication, or renoval of mlitary nonunents, historical

mar kers, designated veteran’s grave markers, accepted practices,
or permtted public cerenonies on departnment sites; maintain a
regi stry of nonunents and markers on public and private property;
establish procedures for the historical marker program and
publ i sh an annual report.

The bill also prohibits any state agency from erecting,

nodi fyi ng, or renoving any nonunent or marker or amendi ng any
accepted practice or permtted public cerenony at a departnent
site without notifying the public at |east 60 days prior to any
pl anned action, holding a hearing, and receiving approval from
t he board. Any nonunents or markers that were in place on
Decenber 21, 2002, mnust be replaced by August 28, 2004.
Monunments may be nmoved to surrounding property or to acconmodate
construction or repairs. Anyone who renoves, defaces, or
destroys any nonunent, nenorial, or designated veteran's grave
marker is guilty of a class A m sdeneanor.

FI SCAL NOTE: Not available at tine of printing.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that there is a due process issue
regarding the erection, renoval, or nane change of historic
nmonurment s and markers. There have been instances where historic
mar kers have been renoved, battle flags taken down, and nane
changes made on state buildings w thout any input frominterested
parties or the public at |large. These decisions should not be
made by a few peopl e behind closed doors and there should be an



opportunity for people to discuss their concerns in an open
forum By allowing this to happen, we are | osing our history,
and it is very inportant not to censor the past.

Testifying for the bill were Representatives Mayer and Kuessner;
Bruce Hillis; Hi storic Preservation Society of Louisiana; Al bert
Mal one; and M ssouri First.

OPPONENTS: There was no opposition voiced to the commttee.

OTHERS: (Qhers testifying on the bill gave informational
testinmony to the conmttee.

QO hers testifying on the bill were M ssouri Parks Associ ati on;
and Departnent of Natural Resources.
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