HB 929 -- Sexual O fenses
Sponsor: Bivins

This bill increases the age of the victimas an el enent of the
of fense in several sex crines.

Under current law, statutory rape in the first degree is

comm tted when a person has sexual intercourse wth another
person who is 13 years old or younger. The bill increases this
age to 15 or younger. The penalty for statutory rape is life

i mprisonment with a mninmumof five years, but the m ninum
sentence is 10 years when the victimis 11 or younger. The bil
changes this age to 13 or younger. The bill nakes the sane
changes regarding the age of the victimfor the crime of
statutory sodony in the first degree.

The bill also increases the age of the victim from 13 to 15, as
an elenment of the offense for child nolestation in the first
degree and sexual m sconduct involving a child. Under current

|l aw, the crinme of sexual abuse is a class C felony, but is a
class B felony when the victimis age 13 or younger. The bil

i ncreases that age to 15 or younger.

Al so under current |aw, evidence of a prior sexual offense
involving a victimwho is age 13 or younger is adm ssible in the
prosecution of another such offense, for the purpose of show ng
the defendant’s propensity to conmt these crines. The bil

i ncreases the rel evant age to 15 or younger.



