HCS HB 941 -- LAPSE OF SCHOOL DI STRI CTS
SPONSOR:  Cunni ngham ( 86)

COWM TTEE ACTION:  Voted "do pass" by the Commttee on Education
by a vote of 26 to O.

Currently, a school district that has achi eved provisional
accreditation after having been decl ared unaccredited has no
limt on the amount of tinme it may renmain provisionally
accredited. This substitute requires the State Board of
Education to place a cap of no |l ess than one and no nore than two
full school years on these districts to regain full accreditation
or face | apse of district corporate structure. The substitute

al so makes changes to the hearing that is required to be held in
a district after it is declared unaccredited, by stating that the
hearing nust be held no nore than 60 days after the date the
district is declared unaccredited, by clarifying the purposes of
the hearing, and by prescribing the hearing |ocation, timng, and
notice procedures. A special admnistrative board, which may be
appointed by the state board to nonitor unaccredited districts,
is also given standing to enjoin school board actions that m ght
result in wastage of assets. The adm nistrator of this board
must be a resident of the state or establish residency within 90
days of appointnment. The state board is given the option of
permtting a | apsed district to continue to operate under its

exi sting governance structure pursuant to the terns and
conditions the board establishes.

FI SCAL NOTE: No inpact on state funds in FY 2005, FY 2006, and
FY 2007.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that unless procedures are changed,
unaccredited districts that have inproved to provisional
accreditation can continue in provisionally accredited status or
go back and forth between unaccredited and provisionally
accredited status. The bill also nakes clearer the options that
can be used to help guide districts facing | apse.

Testifying for the bill were Representative Cunni ngham (86); and
Department of El ementary and Secondary Education

OPPONENTS: There was no opposition voiced to the commttee.
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