HCS HB 1040 -- EDUCATI ON ACCOUNTABI LI TY
SPONSOR:  Cunni ngham ( 86)

COWM TTEE ACTION:  Voted "do pass" by the Commttee on Education
by a vote of 24 to O.

ASSESSVENTS AND ACCREDI TATI ON

By June 30, 2006, the Departnent of Elenmentary and Secondary
Education wll align assessnent performance standards to |evels
that neet, but do not exceed, those used in the National
Assessnent of Educational Progress and nmake ot her changes
necessary to neet federal requirenents; and by July 1, 2006, the
departnent will revise its accreditation standards to permt
process and resource standard wai vers consistent with academ c
performance profiles. The accreditation scoring rubric nust not
require points for the Parents as Teachers Program although
deficiencies may be noted as an area of concern and nust reward
districts that use instructional technology to acconplish their
advanced pl acenent goals. The substitute permts districts to
devel op incentives or supplenmentary work as a consequence of a
student's performance on the statew de assessnents.

SCHOOL DI STRI CTS

The substitute clarifies that the nepotism provisions of the

M ssouri Constitution apply to school districts. Districts
serving the sane students, such as K-8 districts and the
districts that provide high schools to those districts, nust nake
a good-faith effort to coordinate their school cal endars.

OTHER PROVI SI ONS

The departnent nust seek feedback on its rules and regul ations
and give priority to the review of existing regulations that
could be relaxed in hard economc tines, as defined in the
substitute, without affecting student achievenent. The Division
of Famly Services cannot neet with a child in the sane school or
child care facility where abuse is alleged to have occurred.
Currently, the division cannot neet with a child at any school or
child care facility. This provision contains an energency

cl ause.

FI SCAL NOTE: No inpact on state funds.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that the changes to the performance
standards on the state assessnents will hel p make conpari sons
fromstate to state nore accurate and should hel p ease ful

i npl ementation of the No Child Left Behind Program The



correction to the procedure that the Division of Fam |y Services
nmust follow should help nake it easier to interview an abused
child under circunstances that are |l ess threatening to the child
Wi thout creating liability for the school district.

Testifying for the bill were Representative Cunni ngham (86);

M ssouri State Teachers Association; Dr. Mark Enderle, Fulton
Publ i ¢ School s Superintendent; M ssouri School Boards

Associ ation; M ssouri National Education Association; School
Admi ni strators' Coalition; and M ssouri Federation of Teachers.

OPPONENTS: Those who oppose the bill say that changes to the
district policy on student participation remain stated in

perm ssive rather than mandatory | anguage. It is unclear how
changes to the assessnent and accreditation procedures wl |

af fect school districts because of the statutory requirenent that
revisions to the Mssouri School |nprovenent Program cannot be

i npl enented for two years.

Testifying against the bill was Ain Parks, Pem scot Public
School Superi ntendent.
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