HB 1040 -- Education Accountability
Sponsor:  Cunni ngham ( 86)
ASSESSMENTS AND ACCREDI TATI ON

This bill permts districts to incorporate a student's
performance on the statew de assessnents into the grade point
average or class standing of a student or, when a student scores
| ess than proficient, permts a district to require additional
coursework before graduation. By January 1, 2006, the Departnent
of Elenmentary and Secondary Education will align assessment
standards to |l evels conparable with those used in the National
Assessnent of Educational Progress, and by July 1, 2006, wll
revise its accreditation standards to permt process and resource
standard wai vers consi stent with academ c performance profiles.
The accreditation scoring rubric nmust not require points for the
Parents as Teachers Program and must reward districts that use

i nstructional technology to acconplish their advanced pl acenent
goal s.

STUDENTS
The bill permts parents and guardi ans of students to opt into a
hi gher conpul sory school age of 18. The bill also adds religious

exenptions to conpul sory school attendance and clarifies that
students who successfully conplete all grade |evels or conplete
school by exam nation are not subject to conpul sory attendance.

SCHOOL DI STRI CTS

The bill clarifies that the nepotism provisions of the M ssour
Constitution apply to school districts. Districts may count as
rei nbursable mles any m | eage | ess than one mle from school
when a student faces a transportation safety hazard such as a
maj or highway. Districts that run their own bus operations may
use their buses for non-school transportation options under
certain conditions. Districts serving the sane students, such as
K-8 districts and the districts that provide high school to these
districts, nmust nake a good faith effort to coordinate their
schedul es.

OTHER PROVI SI ONS

The departnent nust seek feedback on its rules and regul ations
and give priority to the review of existing regulations that
could be relaxed in hard economc tinmes wthout affecting student
achi evenent. The Division of Fam |y Services cannot neet with a
child in the same school or child care facility where abuse is

al l eged to have occurred. Currently, the division cannot neet



with a child at any school or child care facility.



