HB 1072 -- Shipweck Site Protection
Sponsor: Jetton

Under current |law, a person who wi shes to sal vage a subnerged

shi pweck nust obtain a permt fromthe Departnent of Natural
Resources and pay a permt fee. The applicant nust al so provide
the departnent with a plan for excavati on and have a prof essi onal
archaeol ogi st on staff. This bill prohibits the departnent from
issuing the permt wthout a detail ed excavation, conservation,
and preservation plan and proof that the applicant has adequate

funding for the salvage. The bill also requires the applicant to
be or hire a professional maritine archaeologist. |If the

applicant does not fulfill all tasks in the scope of work rel ated
to the shipweck, all itenms and data regarding the shipweck are

forfeited to the state. The state may not |imt visitation to a
shi pweck unless there are certain apparent threats. The current
permt fee is increased from $100 to $500.

The bill also requires persons who wi sh to sal vage a subner ged
enbedded abandoned shi pweck to positively identify the

shi pweck. The person nust apply for an exploratory permt from
t he departnent. The departnent nust comment on any application
wi thin 60 days. The applicant nust pay a $1,500 application fee
to the Director of Revenue for the exploratory permt. The
permt allows the applicant to search for and identify the
preci se |location of the individual shipweck. The applicant wll
have one year to denonstrate that the specific shi pweck has been
| ocat ed.

The bill also outlines a process for professional maritine
archaeol ogi st to obtain a permt for research and training. This
permit fee is $100. The bill sets the conditions of the permt.

I f a shi pweck has been previously, positively identified and

| ocated, an exploratory permt is not necessary; and the
applicant may apply for a salvage permt. The bill also outlines
conditions for ongoing professional archaeol ogical research and
restrictions on shipwecks located in state parks and historic
sites.

The bill defines “enbedded,” “historic shipweck materials,”
“l and beneath navigable waters,” “national register,”
“professional maritinme archaeol ogist,” “shi pweck,” and
“visitation.”

Persons who knowi ngly take historic shipweck naterials from
state navigable waters or vandalize a shipweck are guilty of a
cl ass A m sdeneanor for the first offense and a class D fel ony
for the second or subsequent offenses.



