HB 1193 -- NOTARI ES PUBLIC
SPONSCR:  Sel f

COMWM TTEE ACTION:  Voted "do pass" by the Special Committee on
General Laws by a vote of 9 to O.

This bill changes the |laws regarding notaries public. Inits
mai n provi sions, the bill

(1) Renobves the requirenent that applicants provide their Social
Security nunber on the application;

(2) Requires applicants to list m sdeneanor violations on the
appl i cation;

(3) Requires applicants to conplete a conputer-based or other
notary training prior to submtting an application;

(4) Details the information that notaries nust record in their
required journals;

(5) Provides that effective August 28, 2004, the Secretary of
State will issue a comm ssion nunber for all new and renewal
notary appoi ntnments. The conm ssion nunber nust be included on
every notary certificate;

(6) Requires that a request for an amended comm ssion nust be
made wi thin 30 days of the change necessitating the anendnent;

(7) Alows notaries to charge a travel fee separate fromthe
notarial fee;

(8) Requires notaries to notify the Secretary of State
imediately if their notary seal is stolen; and

(9) darifies the powers of the Secretary of State to adm ni ster
the notary public |aws.

FI SCAL NOTE: No inpact on state funds in FY 2005, FY 2006, and
FY 2007.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that changes to the notary | aw need
to be nade for security purposes to help conbat identity theft.
The bill helps the Secretary of State ensure that the applicant
for a notary conmm ssion is the actual person, that notaries have
an understanding of the notary law, and that notary records are
correctly kept.

Testifying for the bill were Representative Self; and Ofice of



Secretary of State.
OPPONENTS: There was no opposition voiced to the commttee.
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