HCS HB 1195 -- PROFESSI ONAL REQ STRATI ON
SPONSOR: Behnen

COWM TTEE ACTION:  Voted "do pass" by the Conmttee on
Pr of essi onal Regi stration and Licensing by a vote of 16 to O.

This substitute contains provisions regarding deaf interpreters,
tattooi sts, speech pathol ogy assistants, fund accounts, and the
|l i censing of foreign applicants.

DEAF | NTERPRETERS

The substitute allows persons enrolled in accredited interpreter
training prograns to be exenpt fromlicensure if they are only
engaged in activities which constitute part of their course of
st udy.

The substitute also allows certified deaf interpreters from ot her
states to practice without a license for the purpose of providing
tenporary services at special events.

The substitute gives the D vision of Professional Registration
the authority to deny license renewal of deaf interpreters for
failure to provide satisfactory evidence of current certification
with the Mssouri Conmi ssion for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing.

The substitute authorizes the conm ssion to issue provisional
certification as an interpreter to a person nom nated by a school
district if the district certifies that it is unable to |ocate
and enploy a certified |icensed deaf interpreter.

TATTOO STS

The substitute authorizes the division to issue tenporary

| i censes for persons entering the state for the sol e purpose of
participating in a state or national convention where the
applicant will be practicing the profession of tattooing, body
pi ercing, and branding. The tenporary |license will be valid for
14 days.

SPEECH PATHOLOGY ASSI STANTS

The substitute repeals provisions regarding certain |icensing
requi renents of speech pathol ogy assi stants.

FUND ACCOUNTS

The substitute requires noney in the Athletic Fund, the Marital
and Fam |y Therapists Fund, the State Comm ttee of Psychol ogists



Fund, the Committee of Professional Counselors Fund, and the
Hearing I nstrunment Specialist Fund be three tines the preceding
year’s appropriation prior to being placed in the General Revenue
Fund.

LI CENSURE OF FOREI GN APPLI CANTS

The substitute requires persons fromforeign countries when
maki ng application for a license or tenporary permt to practice
wi thin any of the professions regulated by the division to
provide their visa and/or passport identification nunber in |lieu
of a social security nunber.

FI SCAL NOTE: No inpact on state funds in FY 2005, FY 2006, and
FY 2007.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that the bill clarifies sone

anbi guous statutes pertaining to deaf interpreters,

certain funds, and foreign applicants for professional |icensure.
The bill exenpts deaf interpreter students fromlicensure as well
as interpreters licensed fromother states. Interpreters would
al so be required to provide evidence of certification prior to
license renewal. It is necessary to renove the provision in the
| aw whi ch requires foreign applicants for |licensure to provide a
soci al security nunber. Mst foreigners don’t have soci al
security nunmbers, so there is no way they can provide them They
will be required to provide the division with their social
security nunmber at the tine of license renewal. The Ofice of
Tatt ooi ng, Body Piercing and Brandi ng needs the authority to

i ssue tenporary licenses. St. Louis hosts an annual tattoo
convention, and out-of-state attendees need tenporary permts to
practice tattooing. |Issuing tenporary licenses will generate
revenue for the state and St. Louis.

Testifying for the bill were Representative Behnen; Division of
Prof essi onal Registration; and M ssouri Conmm ssion for the Deaf
and Hard of Heari ng.

OPPONENTS: There was no opposition voiced to the commttee.
OTHERS: (O hers testifying on the bill say they would Iike the
bill to allow school districts to be able to certify and enpl oy
persons to provide interpretive services in cases where |icensed
interpreters are not avail abl e.

QO hers testifying on the bill were M ssouri School Boards
Associ ation; and M ssouri Council of School Adm nistrators.
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