HCS HB 1226 -- VACCI NATI ONS FOR FI RST RESPONDERS
SPONSOR:  Shoenmaker, 8 (Hubbard)

COM TTEE ACTION: Voted "do pass" by the Commttee on Honmel and
Security and Veterans Affairs by a vote of 18 to O.

This substitute requires the Departnent of Health and Seni or
Services to offer a vaccination programfor first responders who
may be exposed to infectious di seases when depl oyed to di saster

| ocations as a result of a bioterrorismevent or a suspected

bi oterrorismevent.

The substitute lists the vaccinations that nust be offered to
first responders. Participation in the vaccination programis
voluntary. The substitute requires the recommendati ons of the
Advi sory Comm ttee on | muni zation Practices of the Centers for
Di sease Control and Prevention to be foll owed when screening
first responders for contraindications to the vaccination.

The departnent, in consultation with the Governor and the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention, nmust give priority to first
responders and persons exposed to biological agents if there is a
shortage of a vaccine. Educational naterial regarding ways to
prevent exposure nust also be provided to first responders. The
departnment may contract with other entities for the

adm ni stration of vaccinations. The programw || becone

ef fective upon receipt of federal funds.

The substitute contains an energency cl ause.
FI SCAL NOTE: Not available at tine of printing.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that current federal |aw concerning
first responders and bioterrorismonly addresses bi ol ogi cal
attacks resulting fromthe release of anthrax. The bill wll
expand the federal |aw by creating a vaccination program for
first responders who are exposed to various biol ogi cal agents
that can be used in a bioterrorist attack and provi de paraneters
to i npl enent a vaccination programfor first responders in

M ssouri .

Testifying for the bill were Representative Hubbard; Departnent
of Health and Senior Services; and Mssouri State Council of
Firefighters.

OPPONENTS: There was no opposition voiced to the commttee.

Joseph Deering, Legislative Analyst



