HB 1579 -- Child Support
Sponsor: Hol and

This bill adds the requirenent that the court determne that a
party obligated to pay child support is current on all support
paynents before the court grants a dissolution of marriage. The
obl i gee may wai ve the obligor’s duty to be current on al
paynments, but the waiver does not relieve the obligor of any
chil d support arrearage.

The bill also requires that the parties to a petition for

di ssolution or legal separation file inconme and expense
statenents and a prelimnary Form 14 except those cases in which
the Attorney Ceneral is a party. 1In cases where child support is
established or nodified, except those in which the Attorney
General is involved, the parties nmust submt incone and expense
statenents along with the Form 14 docunents. The court can issue
a tenporary order of child support; and when the tenporary order
is issued, the parties nust verify their current addresses,

t el ephone nunbers, and enploynent information. The court is also
required to hold an initial case nanagenent conference on the
first available date 60 days after the date of service in the
case. Subsequent case nanagenent conferences may al so be hel d.

At the case managenent conference, the court nmay order parties to
participate in nmediation or may require attendance at
court-approved educati onal sessions.

Current law allows courts to require parties to a dissolution or

| egal separation involving child custody or visitation issues to
take part in an alternative dispute resolution program The bil
requires the court to order parties to participate in the program
unl ess there is good cause to not require participation. The
parties nust participate in at |east two hours of nediation, and
either party may termnate the nmedi ation after two hours. Any
agreenent reached during the nediation nust be in witing and
submtted to the parties. The agreenent may not be binding until
the parties and their attorneys have signed the agreenent and the

court has approved it. The bill also requires the M ssour
Suprene Court to have a rule in effect within 120 days of the
effective date of the bill requiring each judicial circuit to

establish an alternative dispute resolution program for
proceedi ngs invol ving dissolution of marriage. Current |aw
requires the Suprene Court to have a rule in effect that allows
but does not mandate alternative dispute resolution in
proceedi ngs invol ving issues of child custody.



