HCS HB 1592 -- COMVERCI AL MOTOR VEH CLES
SPONSOR: Crawford

COWM TTEE ACTION:  Voted "do pass" by the Conmttee on
Transportation and Motor Vehicles by a vote of 20 to O.

This substitute allows notor carriers to elect to have voluntary
conpliance audits conducted by the H ghways and Transportation
Comm ssion without incurring liability if the comm ssion

di scovers deficiencies.

The substitute contains provision regarding the Departnent of
Transportation’s record keeping, the m ni num nunber of voluntary
conpliance audits, and the appeal s process.

The substitute declares that the General Assenbly has the
authority for the enforcenent of state commrercial vehicles |aws
over any order, ordinance, or regulation by any political
subdi vi sion of the state. Local |aw enforcement officers will be
prohi bited from perform ng conmerci al notor vehicl e enforcenent
or violations relating to width, height, |length, and wei ght
restrictions; commercial zone requirenments; and | oad | aws.

The Superintendent of the State Hi ghway Patrol will be required
to apply for all avail able federal funding which has previously
been allocated or granted to |ocal political subdivisions for the
enforcenment of comrercial notor vehicle. State agencies or
departnents responsible for granting federal funding for
comerci al notor vehicle enforcenent nust make every effort to
assi st the superintendent in the receipt of these grants.

Per sons who wei gh goods before or after unloading or a person who
| oads or unl oads goods on the basis of liquid volunme neasure must
keep a witten record of the origin, weight, and conposition of
each shipnment, state of |oading or receipt, the name and address
of the shipper, the total nunber of axles of the vehicle or

conbi nati on of vehicles, and the registration nunber of the power
unit or some other means of identification by which the shipnent
was transported.

A person may not | oad, or cause to be | oaded, a vehicle for
operation on a public highway that exceeds the weight limtation
for operation. A penalty for excessive weight nmay be inposed
based on a record of a shipnent. Penalties nmay be assessed

agai nst the shipper or |oader of the goods or the owner or
operator of the commercial notor vehicle, solely or in part,
dependi ng upon the invol venrent of each party in causing an
overwei ght novenent violation. The court will determne the
extent of liability of the driver, carrier, shipper, or other



party shown to be liable. A person who fails to keep, maintain,
or open for inspection records and docunents required by the
substitute wll be guilty of a class A m sdeneanor. A person who
does not accurately record the required information will be
guilty of a class A m sdeneanor.

FI SCAL NOTE: Not available at tine of printing.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that the bill could be very hel pful
to the trucking industry as a tool to educate truckers on the
ever-changi ng rules and regul ati ons w thout being penalized.
Testifying for the bill were Representative Crawford; M ssour
Dunp Truck Associ ation; Pavlich, Incorporated; Katgschman
Trucki ng; and MHC Kenwort h.

OPPONENTS: Those who oppose the bill say that it may put the
state out of conpliance with federal requirenments and force the
federal government to w thhold sone funds.

Testifying against the bill was Departnment of Transportation.

Robert Triplett, Legislative Analyst



