HB 1599 -- JO NT COWM TTEE ON WASTE, FRAUD, AND ABUSE
SPONSOR: Ervin

COMM TTEE ACTION:  Voted "do pass" by the Commttee on Budget by
a vote of 13 to 10.

This bill establishes the Joint Conmttee on Waste, Fraud, and
Abuse which w il be conposed of seven nenbers each of the House
of Representatives and the Senate. The bill requires continuing
studi es and anal ysis of governnent inefficiencies; determning
appropriate nethods to obtain relevant data at |east biennially
fromeach state entity in regard to their function, duties, and
per formance; and recomrendi ng any needed changes to statutory

| aw, rules, or policies. A report of the commttee s activities
and recomrendati ons nmust be submtted to the General Assenbly by
January 15 of each year with copies to the appropriate entities.

FI SCAL NOTE: No inpact on state funds in FY 2005, FY 2006, and
FY 2007.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that the nenbers of the Genera
Assenbly were elected to have this responsibility. The Ofice of
the State Auditor does a fine job, but the bill will give the
menbers of the commttee an opportunity to do an anal ysis on al
state agencies to deternmine if there are inefficiencies. It wll
be a joint effort by both chanbers that will prepare an annual
report of its findings and recommendati ons.

Testifying for the bill was Representative Ervin.
OPPONENTS: There was no opposition voiced to the committee.
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