HB 1722 -- Standard Science |nstruction
Sponsor: Cooper (155)

This bill prescribes definitions for the teaching of standard
science in public elenentary and secondary school s by

di stingui shing the differences between “scientific | aw,”
“scientific theory,” and “hypothesis” and by requiring the
teaching of intelligent design theory when scientific theory
concerning biological origins is taught. The bill prescribes six
major criteria for the presentation of information in course
materials and instruction. Textbooks nmust give equal treatnent
to evolution and intelligent design. |If a publisher certifies
that its book neets the requirenents of the bill, the book wll
be added to a list of prescribed textbooks to be kept by the
Comm ssi oner of Education and posted on the Internet. The bil
contains a two-year, phase-in period for other textbooks and
exenpts textbooks owned by the schools on the effective date of
the bill. State-controlled testing must conformwth the bill
A ni ne-nmenber commttee to devel op suppl enental materials for
interimuse will be appointed, one nenber to be selected by the
comi ssi oner and one by each nmenber of the State Board of
Educat i on.



