HCS SS SB 732 -- RECREATI ON AND ENTERTAI NMENT DI STRI CTS

This bill changes the |aws regarding the netropolitan park and
recreation district. Inits main provisions, the bill

(1) Narrows the duty of the district to only the devel opnent,
operation, and mai ntenance of a systemof parks and trails;

(2) Cdarifies that nothing will restrict the district from
entering into or initiating projects dealing with parks that are
not necessarily connected to trails;

(3) Requires that grants awarded to municipalities for park
pur poses nust be consistent with the purpose of the district;

(4) Prohibits the district frombeing a substitute for the
powers and responsibilities of other conservation and
envi ronnment al regul atory agenci es; and

(5) States that nothing in the statute will authorize the
district to regulate water quality, watershed, or |and use issues
in the counties conprising the district.

The bill also enables St. Charles County to establish a theater,
cultural arts, and entertainnment district. Inits main
provi sions, the bill

(1) Authorizes a sales tax in the district of up to one-half of
1%

(2) Establishes mninmumcriteria for the formation of the
district, including I and area and petition requirenents;

(3) Specifies the criteria for and the powers of the district’s
board of directors, including the power to issue bonds;

(4) Requires subdistricts to be fornmed for voting and board
representation purposes. A subdistrict that does not vote to
approve the district and the sales tax will not be a part of the
district nor will the sales tax be inposed within that

subdi strict;

(5) Contains ballot |anguage for the formation and possibl e
di ssolution of the district; and

(6) Requires the sales tax to be collected by the nunicipality
and placed into a special trust fund for the purposes of the
district.



