HCS SCS SB 1027 & 896 -- BAIL BOND AND SURETY RECOVERY AGENTS
SPONSOR:  Caut horn (Behnen)

COWM TTEE ACTION:  Voted "do pass" by the Conmttee on
Pr of essi onal Regi stration and Licensing by a vote of 14 to O.

This substitute changes the | aws regardi ng bail bond agents and
establishes a |icensing procedure for surety recovery agents,
general ly known as bounty hunters. The substitute specifies the
requi renents for obtaining a |icense to be a bail bond agent or
surety recovery agent, establishes fees to cover the

adm nistration of the licensing, and grants authority to the
Director of the Departnent of Insurance to regul ate those agents.
The substitute:

(1) Prohibits anyone fromengaging in the bail bond business
wi t hout being licensed by the departnment. Violation is a class A
m sdenmeanor, and any subsequent offense is a class D felony;

(2) Requires bail bond agents and surety recovery agents to
receive at |least 24 hours of basic training and ei ght hours of

bi enni al conti nui ng education, with a curricul um approved by the
departnment. The costs of the training are to be paid by the
applicant, but in no case will the cost be nore than $200 for the
basi c training and $150 for the biennial continuing education.
Persons with at |east two years of peace officer experience are
exenpt fromthe required training as a surety recovery agent;

(3) Requires a $150 licensing fee, with the licenses valid for
two years;

(4) Alows the departnment to demand additional assignnent of
assets froma bail bond agent if circunstances warrant, up to
$25,000. Current law allows up to $10, 000;

(5) Requires the collateral demanded by bail bond agents to be
reasonable in relation to the anount of the bond,

(6) Allows the departnment to establish reciprocal agreenents
wi th other states which have simlar qualifications and training
requi renents for bail bond industry |icensees;

(7) Prohibits the granting of a bail bond agent |icense or
surety recovery agent license to anyone who, within the last 15
years, has been convicted of a felony, a crinme involving noral
turpitude, child nolestation, or any crine involving the use of a
weapon;

(8 Gants the departnent authority to issue cease and desi st



orders to any person violating any of the provisions of the
substitute;

(9) Gants the departnent subpoena power to conpel testinony
regar di ng possi bl e violations;

(10) Authorizes the departnent to file conplaints with the
Adm ni strative Hearing Conmm ssion agai nst |icensees; and

(11) A lows bail bond agents to detain subjects in a | awful
manner and enter upon public or private property in order to
execut e apprehension of a subject, if the agent has probable
grounds to believe the subject breached the terns of the surety
agreenent. Agents may not detain subjects for nore than 72
hour s.

FI SCAL NOTE: No inpact on Ceneral Revenue Fund in FY 2005, FY
2006, and FY 2007. Estimated |Income on her State Funds of
$22,548 in FY 2005, $39,939 in FY 2006, and $36,855 in FY 2007.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that the bill tightens up the |aw
pertaining to bail bond agents and bounty hunters. It is

i nportant that persons operating in this industry be properly
trai ned and regul ated, which the bill provides.

Testifying for the bill were Senator Cauthorn; M ssour

Prof essi onal Bail Bond Associ ation; Departnent of I|nsurance; and
Judi ci al Conference of M ssouri.

OPPONENTS: There was no opposition voiced to the committee.
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