HCS SCS SB 1144, 919 & 874 -- OPERATION OF MOTOR VEH CLES
SPONSOR:  Crawford (Schl ottach)

COWM TTEE ACTION:  Voted "do pass" by the Conmttee on
Transportation and Motor Vehicles by a vote of 20 to O.

This substitute revises the procedures relating to obtaining an
instruction permt, operator’s or non-operator’s |icense,

di sabl ed license plates and placards, and the use of designated
di sabl ed parking spaces. The substitute:

(1) Changes the fraudul ent procurenent or use of a disabled
license plate or placard froma class C m sdeneanor to a class B
m sdeneanor ;

(2) Changes the penalty for certifying an individual for a

di sabl ed plate or placard outside the practitioner’s scope froma
cl ass C m sdeneanor to a class B m sdenmeanor and requires
certification to neet certain standards;

(3) Allows other health care practitioners (chiropractors,
podi atrists, and optonetrists) to certify individuals for
di sabled license plates or placards;

(4) Excludes age as a factor in determ ning whether a person is
entitled to a disabled |icense plate or placard;

(5) Establishes record mai ntenance requirenents for physicians
and health care practitioners who issue a physician's statenent
for a disabled license plate or placard. These records nust be
open to inspection and review by the practitioner’s |icensing
board to verify conpliance;

(6) Requires a physician’s statenment to be on a form prescri bed
by the Director of the Departnent of Revenue, state the specific
di agnosi s which renders the person physically disabled, include
the physician's license nunber, and be signed by the physician or
heal th care practitioner;

(7) Limts to tw the nunber of renovable w ndshield handi cap
pl acards that may be issued by the director to any one person;

(8) Increases the fee for renovabl e wi ndshi el d handi cap pl acards
from$2 to $4;

(9) Limts the use of the placard to when the person is in the
notor vehicle at the tinme of parking or when the person is being
del i vered,



(10) Requires, beginning August 1, 2005, every applicant or
renewal for a disabled |license plate or placard to present a new
physi cian's statenment dated no nore than 90 days prior to the
application. Thereafter, the director nmust not renew pre-

exi sting disabled plates or placards unless the applicant

furni shes a new physician's statenent every four years;

(11) Makes any person who cannot produce the certificate which
aut horizes himor her to park in a disabled parking space guilty
of a class A mi sdeneanor. |If a person can |ater produce a valid
certificate in court, the person wll not be found guilty.

Pl acards can only be used when the vehicle is parked in a

di sabl ed parki ng space;

(12) Prohibits the director fromissuing a |license without a
faci al photograph or digital inage except for religious
affiliations; and

(13) Makes any person who conmits or assists another person in
commtting fraud or deception during any exam nation process or
who know ngly conceals a material fact or provides information
whi ch contains or is substantiated with fal se or fraudul ent

i nformation or docunmentation, or otherwise commts a fraud in an
application for an instruction permt, driver’s license,
nondriver’s license, or commercial driver’s |license or permt
guilty of a class A m sdeneanor. Any person who pleads guilty or
nol o contendere to, or is found guilty of this violation wll not
be licensed to operate a notor vehicle or comercial notor
vehicle for one year after a plea, finding, or conviction. Any
person who pleads guilty or nolo contendere to, or found guilty
of the violation will have their existing notor vehicle or
comercial notor vehicle |icense revoked and | ose their driving
privileges for one year.

The substitute will becone effective January 1, 2005, for the
provisions relating to disabled |license plates, placards, and
par ki ng spaces.

The substitute contains an energency clause on the provision
relating to falsifying any information in the driver’s |license
process.

FI SCAL NOTE: No inpact on Ceneral Revenue Fund in FY 2005, FY
2006, and FY 2007. Estinmated Cost on O her State Funds of
$73,504 in FY 2005, $25,919 in FY 2006, and $25,919 in FY 2007.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say the bill is needed to hel p strengthen
the notor vehicle licensing application process and to help stop
vi ol at ors.



Testifying for the bill were Representative Schlottach; Dani el
Card I'l; Mke Giffin; Wayne Lee; M ssouri State Mdical

Associ ation; Marcia Luebbert; Paraquad, |ncorporated; and State
H ghway Patr ol

OPPONENTS: There was no opposition voiced to the committee.

Robert Triplett, Legislative Analyst



