SB 1153, HCA 1 -- HAND FI SHI NG
SPONSOR: Goode ( Hobbs)

COWM TTEE ACTION:  Voted "do pass" by the Conmttee on
Conservation and Natural Resources by a vote of 19 to O.

This bill clarifies that a person will be allowed to hand fish
for catfish or carp during the nonths of June and July.

HCA 1 -- Requires the Departnment of Conservation to establish
regul ati ons for hand fi shing.

FI SCAL NOTE: No inpact on state funds in FY 2005, FY 2006, and
FY 2007.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that the Departnment of Conservation
shoul d regul ate hand fishing. Hand fishing has a m nimal effect
on catfish popul ations, which are stable or growing in Mssouri.
There is no difference in catching a fish by jugging or hand
fishing.

Testifying for the bill were Representatives Self, Hobbs, and
Shoenyer (9); Noodl ers Anonynous; and M ssouri Farm Bureau.

OPPONENTS: Those who oppose the bill say that hand fishing has
been illegal since 1919. Flathead catfish are not abundant in
M ssouri and take several years to nmature. Hand fishing could
severely hurt their populations.

Testifying against the bill were Departnent of Conservation; and
Conservation Federation of M ssouri.
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