SCS SB 1265 -- Cl VI LI AN REVI EW BOARDS
SPONSOR:  Bartle (Byrd)

COMWM TTEE ACTION: Voted "do pass" by the Commttee on Crine
Prevention and Public Safety by a vote of 11 to 5.

This substitute establishes requirenents for nmenbers of the
Cvilian Review Board, which exam nes clains of police

m sconduct. A nenber nust be at |east 18 years of age, a
regi stered voter, and not have been convicted of any crine,
whet her or not a sentence is inposed.

FI SCAL NOTE: No inpact on Ceneral Revenue Fund in FY 2005, FY
2006, and FY 2007. Estimated Inconme on Ot her State Funds of
Unknown in FY 2005, FY 2006, and FY 2007. Oversight assunes
fiscal inpact would be m nimnal.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that the bill establishes sonme very
basi ¢ and comon-sense requi renments for people serving on a
civilian review board.

Testifying for the bill was Senator Bartle.

OPPONENTS: Those who oppose the bill say that the provision that
prohi bits anyone who has been convicted of a crime fromsitting
on a civilian review board is far too restrictive. This would

i ncl ude anyone who has received a traffic ticket, since nost
traffic violations are technically m sdeneanors. This provision
makes it nore strict than the requirenent of not being convicted
of a felony to work as a police officer or serve on the Board of
Pol i ce Comm ssioners. The state should leave it to the | ocal
governnmental entity to set its own requirenents.

Testifying against the bill was John Chasnof.
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