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AN ACT

To amend chapter 162, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to high school
cooperative sponsorships.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 162, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new section, to be
known as section 162.1225, to read as follows:

162.1225. 1. With theapproval of theboard of directorsof theMissouri StateHigh
School ActivitiesAssociation (M SHSAA), studentsfrom twoM SHSAA member senior high
schoolsor two M SHSAA member junior high schools may be combined to cooper atively
sponsor interschool activities, provided such is necessary to have a sufficient number of
students to participate in a program or if the combination will result in increasing
opportunitiesfor studentsto participatein a program.

2. Establishment of a cooperative program may be approved by the MSHSAA
board of directorsprovided oneor both of the two schools waswithout an interscholastic
programintheparticular activity or sport thepreviousyear and provided aneed isshown
totheboard. Exampleswhich may constitute need are:

(1) Insufficient numbers;

(2) Lack of staff;

(3) Lack of aprogram; or

(4) Lack of facilities.

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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3. When forming acommon participating group, no mor ethan two schoolsmay be
combined tocompete. For senior high schools, theschool classification for thecompetition
intheparticular activity shall bebased on the combined enrollmentsfor grades9-12 of the
two schoolsinvolved.

4. At thetimetheapplication to form a common participation group ismade, one
of the participating schools shall be designated to administer the program.

5. Thetwo schools must be in the same geographical area and the school districts
must be continuous or both schools located in the same school district, including both
public and nonpublic. Noncontiguous districts that are isolated from a specific activity
may request approval from the M SHSAA toform a cooper ative program with the near est
district if that will increase the opportunitiesfor studentsto participate.

6. The cooper ative sponsor ship agreement must be for a minimum of two years.
The two-year period must coincide with the MSHSAA district cycles. The cooperative
agreement may be voided at any time by mutual agreement of both schools with the
approval of theboard of directors. No other cooperative agreement in the same activity
may be entered into with another school until the original two-year period lapses.

7. Thecooper ative agreement will befor a specific sport or activity. A school may
have a cooper ative agreement with one school in a particular activity or sport and with
another school in a different activity or sport.

8. In multi-school districts, the central administration must designatethe school or
schools which may request per mission to cooper atively sponsor programsin a particular
gport or activity.

9. If aschool in one district wishes to join with a school in a multi-district in a
cooper atively sponsored sport or activity, the school must join with the nearest school in
the multi-school district which offersthe activity.

10. Applicationsfor cooper ative sponsor ship must be made jointly by the school
boar ds of education of the involved schoolsand submitted to the M SHSAA by December
first of the year preceding the school year in which the cooperative sponsorship, if
approved, will be implemented.

11. Pursuant to section 23.253, RSMo, of the Missouri Sunset Act:

(1) The provisions of the new program authorized under this section shall
automatically sunset six year safter theeffectivedateof thissection unlessreauthorized by
an act of the general assembly; and

(2) If such program isreauthorized, the program authorized under this section
shall automatically sunset twelveyear safter theeffectivedateof thereauthorization of this
section; and
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51 (3) Thissection shall terminateon September fir st of thecalendar year immediately
52 followingthecalendar year in which the program authorized under thissection issunset.



