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AN ACT

To amend chapter 173, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to the Missouri
national guard family education grant.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 173, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new section, to be
known as section 173.245, to read as follows:

173.245. 1. Asused inthissection, unlessthecontext clearly requiresotherwise, the
following terms mean:

(1) "Board", thecoordinating board for higher education;

(2) "Books', any booksrequired for any course for which tuition was paid by a
grant awarded under this section;

(3) " Grant" ,theMissouri national guard and Missouri reservistsfamily education
grant as established in this section;

(4) "Ingtitution of postsecondary education”, any approved Missouri public
institution of postsecondary education, as defined in section 173.205;

(5) "Tuition", any tuition or incidental fee or both charged by an institution of
postsecondary education, as defined in this section, for attendance at theinstitution by a
student asaresident of this state.

2. Within thelimitsof theamountsappropriated therefor, the coordinating board
for higher education shall annually award grantsto:

(1) Children of membersof theMissouri national guard or Missouri reservistswith
the United States reserves, if the parent is deployed in support of the global war on

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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terrorism and the child meets specific financial guidelines established by the board; and

(2) Spousesof membersof theMissouri national guard or Missouri reservistswith
the United States reserves, if the member or reservist was injured while deployed in
support of the global war on terrorism and the extent of the injury and its effect on the
member'sor reservist'sability toreturn to hisor her profession after discharge from the
national guard meets specific guidelines established by the board.

3. A child or spouse may receiveagrant under thissection only solongasthechild
or spouseisenrolled in aprogram leadingto acertificate, or an associateor baccalaur eate
degree. In no event shall a child or spouse receive a grant beyond the completion of the
first baccalaureate degree, regardless of age. No child or spouse shall receive more than
one hundred percent of tuition and books when combined with similar funds made
availableto such child or spouse.

4. Thecoordinating board for higher education shall:

(1) Promulgateall necessary rules and regulationsfor theimplementation of this
section;

(2) Determine minimum standards of performancein order for a child or spouse
toremain eligibleto receive a grant under this program;

(3) Makeavailable on behalf of achild or spouse an amount toward the child'sor
spouse'stuition, room and board, and bookswhich isequal to thegrant to which thechild
or spouseisentitled under the provisions of this section;

(4) Providetheformsand deter minethe proceduresnecessary for achild or spouse
to apply for and receive a grant under this program.

5. Any ruleor portion of arule, asthat term isdefined in section 536.010, RSMo,
that iscreated under the authority delegated in this section shall become effective only if
it complies with and is subject to all of the provisions of chapter 536, RSMo, and, if
applicable, section 536.028, RSMo. Thissection and chapter 536, RSM o, ar enonseverable
and if any of the power svested with thegener al assembly pursuant to chapter 536, RSM o,
toreview, to delay the effective date, or to disapprove and annul a rule are subsequently
held unconstitutional, then the grant of rulemaking authority and any rule proposed or
adopted after August 28, 2005, shall beinvalid and void.

6. Inorder tobeeligibletoreceiveagrant under thissection, achild or spouseshall
be certified aseligible by a Missouri national guard officer or an appropriate designee of
the Missouri veterans commission.

7. A child or spouse who is enrolled or has been accepted for enrollment as an
undergraduate postsecondary student at an approved institution of postsecondary
education shall receiveagrant in an amount not to exceed the actual tuition, asdefined in
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thissection, an allowance of up to two thousand dollars per semester for room and board,
and the actual cost of books, as defined in this section, up to a maximum of five hundred
dollarsper semester, char ged at an appr oved institution of postsecondary education where
the child or spouseisenrolled or accepted for enrollment.

8. A child or spousewhoisarecipient of agrant may transfer from one approved
public institution of postsecondary education to another without losing his or her
entitlement under thissection. Theboard shall makenecessary adjustmentsin theamount
of the grant. If a grant recipient at any time withdraws from the institution of
postsecondary education so that under therules and regulations of that institution he or
sheisentitled toarefund of any tuition, fees, room and boar d, books, or other charges, the
institution shall pay the portion of therefund towhich heor sheisentitled attributableto
the grant for that semester or similar grading period to the board.

9. If achild or spouseisgranted financial assistance under any other student aid
program, public or private, the full amount of such aid shall bereported to the board by
theinstitution and the eligible child or spouse.

10. Nothing in this section shall be construed as a promise or guarantee that a
person will be admitted to an institution of postsecondary education or to a particular
institution of postsecondary education, will be allowed to continueto attend an institution
of postsecondary education after having been admitted, or will be graduated from an
institution of postsecondary education.

11. The benefits conferred by this section shall be available to any academically
qualified child or spouse of a member of the Missouri national guard or a Missouri
resident whoisamember of theUnited Statesmilitary reserves. Children whoareeligible
shall be permitted to apply for full benefits conferred by this section until they reach
twenty-five years of age.

12. Pursuant to section 23.253, RSMo, of the Missouri Sunset Act:

(1) The provisions of the new program authorized under this section shall
automatically sunset 6 year s after the effective date of this section unlessreauthorized by
an act of the general assembly; and

(2) If such program isreauthorized, the program authorized under this section
shall automatically sunset 12 years after the effective date of the reauthorization of this
section; and

(3 This section, shall terminate on September first of the calendar year
immediately following the calendar year in which the program authorized under this
section is sunset.



