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FIRST REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE BILL NO. 716

93RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVE COOPER (158).

Read 1% time March 03, 2005 and copies ordered printed.
STEPHEN S. DAVIS, Chief Clerk
1973L.01l

AN ACT

To repeal section 568.050, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof one new section relating to
endangering the welfare of a child in the second degree, with penalty provisions.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Section 568.050, RSMo, is repealed and one new section enacted in lieu
thereof, to be known as section 568.050, to read as follows:

568.050. 1. A person commits the crime of endangering the welfare of a child in the
second degreeif:

(1) Heor shewith criminal negligence actsin a manner that creates a substantial risk
to the life, body or health of achild less than seventeen years old; or

(2) Heor sheknowingly encourages, aidsor causesachild lessthan seventeen yearsold
to engage in any conduct which causes or tends to cause the child to come within the provisions
of paragraph (d) of subdivision (2) of subsection 1 or subdivision (3) of subsection 1 of section
211.031, RSMo; or

(3) Being aparent, guardian or other person legally charged with the care or custody of
achild lessthan seventeen yearsold, heor sherecklessy failsor refusesto exercise reasonable
diligence in the care or control of such child to prevent him from coming within the provisions
of paragraph (c) of subdivision (1) of subsection 1 or paragraph (d) of subdivision (2) of
subsection 1 or subdivision (3) of subsection 1 of section 211.031, RSMo; or

(4) Heor sheknowingly encourages, aids or causes a child less than seventeen years of
age to enter into any room, building or other structure which is a public nuisance as defined in
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section 195.130, RSMo; or

(5) Heor sheoperatesa vehiclein violation of subsection 2 of section 565.024 or
subsection 4 of section 565.060,RSM o, or section 577.010 or 577.012, RSM o, whilea child
less than seventeen yearsold is present in the vehicle.

2. Nothinginthis section shall be construed to mean thewelfare of achildisendangered
for the sole reason that he or sheis being provided nonmedical remedial treatment recognized
and permitted under the laws of this state.

3. Endangering the welfare of a child in the second degree is a class A misdemeanor
unlessthe offenseis committed as part of aritual or ceremony, in which casethecrimeisaclass
D felony.



