HB 130 -- Environnental Audits

Sponsor: Bivins

This bill specifies the conditions under which nonconpliance with
environnmental regulations by an entity subject to environnental
law wi || be protected fromadm nistrative, civil, and crim nal

penal ti es and prosecution and public disclosure pursuant to
Chapter 610, RSMb.

The principal conditions include:

(1) Discovery of the nonconpliance through a voluntary, as
opposed to a legally mandated, internal environnental audit or
conpl i ance managenent system

(2) Full and tinely disclosure of the nonconpliance to the
Depart ment of Natural Resources;

(3) Discovery and disclosure of the nonconpliance prior to any
governnental inspection or investigation, third-party conplaint,
whi st | e- bl ower enpl oyee report, or inmm nent discovery by any
regul atory departnent or agency;

(4) Time limts for correcting the nonconpliance;

(5 Witten agreenents to take necessary steps to prevent
recurrence;

(6) Absence of occurrence of the identical nonconpliance by the
facility within the previous three years or within the previous
five years at facilities owned or operated by the sane entity;
and

(7) The entity' s cooperation with the departnment to determ ne
the applicability of the protections afforded by the bill



