HB 131 -- | nmmuni zati ons

Sponsor:  Schaaf

Ef fective January 1, 2007, this bill prohibits inmunizations
adm nistered to children | ess than eight years old from
containing nmercury preservatives, including thinerosal. The

federal Food and Drug Adm nistration’s designation of an

i mruni zation as “thinerosal free” or “trace only” wll conply

with requirenments of the bill. Qher persons receivVving

i mruni zations that are not designated as “thinerosal free” or

“trace only” are required to be infornmed that the inmunization
contains a mercury-based preservati ve.

Ef fective January 1, 2007, insurers licensed in Mssouri that
provi de coverage for inmunizations on a fee schedule or a

per cent age rei nbursenent basis are required to rei nburse for

i mruni zati ons not containing nercury. This reinbursenent nust be
at the same percentage rate of the usual and customary charges
provi ded for i mruni zations containing nercury or other
preservatives prior to January 1, 2007.

The Director of the Departnent of Health and Senior Services wll
be exenpt fromconplying with the requirenments of the bill by
provi di ng docunentation of an outbreak requiring a public

vacci nati on program when a sufficient supply of vaccine that is
mercury free is not available. Persons receiving an exenpted

i mruni zation are required to be infornmed that it contains a

mer cury-based preservative. The duration of the exenption wll
be determ ned by the director. The docunentation provided by the
departnment is required to be submtted to the chairs of the
commttees in the House of Representatives and Senate whose
jurisdiction is public health policy.



