HB 196 -- STATUTE OF LI M TATI ON FOR ARSON
SPONSOR: W | dber ger

COMWM TTEE ACTION: Voted "do pass" by the Commttee on Crine
Prevention and Public Safety by a vote of 11 to O.

This bill extends the statute of limtation fromthree to five
years for the crines of arson in the first degree, arson in the
second degree, and know ngly burning or expl odi ng property.

FI SCAL NOTE: Estimted Cost on CGeneral Revenue Fund of Less than
$100, 000 i n FY 2006, FY 2007, and FY 2008. No inpact on O her
State Funds in FY 2006, FY 2007, and FY 2008.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that arson is one of the nost
difficult crimes to prosecute and often takes a long tinme to

gat her sufficient evidence. Currently, only 16% of arson crines
result in an arrest, and only 2%result in a conviction. Sone
states have a statute of |imtation of 10 years for arson crines.
Extending the limtation to five years will give | aw enforcenent
nore tinme to prosecute these difficult cases.

Testifying for the bill were Representative WI dberger; M ssour
Sheriffs Association; Mssouri State Council of Firefighters;
Prof essional Firefighters of Eastern M ssouri; and State Fire
Mar shal

OPPONENTS: There was no opposition voiced to the commttee.
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