HB 255 -- Ethics
Sponsor:  Cunni ngham ( 86)

This bill changes the | aws regardi ng canpai gn finance di scl osure
report conplaints. In its main provisions, the bill

(1) Requires that the person nanmed in the conplaint be given the
conpl ai nant’ s nanme, address, and tel ephone nunber;

(2) Permts the Mssouri Ethics Conm ssion to assess reasonabl e
i nvestigation and defense costs agai nst persons filing conplaints
when the conm ssion finds the conplaints to be notivated by
mal i ce or reasons contrary to the spirit of the |aw

(3) Makes the conplaint a closed record until the conm ssion
conpletes its investigation and renders its findings and
concl usi ons;

(4) Subjects persons or entities who disclose any information
about a conplaint while it is still a closed record to a civil
penalty not to exceed $2,500 and, upon conviction, a crimnal
penalty not to exceed $2,500 and/or a term of inprisonnent not to
exceed one year

(5) Changes the | anguage regarding the notice that nust be given
to subjects of conplaints and conm ssion investigations from
actual notice to notice;

(6) Changes the body to which subjects of conplaints and

comm ssion investigations nmay appeal conm ssion actions fromthe
Adm ni strative Hearing Conmi ssion to the circuit court of Cole
County; and

(7) Requires persons requesting to inspect or copy canpaign
finance disclosure reports to provide photo identification.



