HB 408 -- Death Penalty Conm ssion
Sponsor: Parker

This bill places a noratoriumon all executions until January 1,
2009, and establishes the Commi ssion on the Death Penalty to
study the use of the death penalty. The conmm ssion will consist
of 10 nmenbers, including two nmenbers of the Senate, two nenbers
of the House of Representatives, the state public defender, the
Attorney General, a private crimnal defense attorney, a county
prosecutor, a famly nmenber of a nmurder victim and a famly
menber of a person on death row. The comm ssion will hire an
executive director.

The commission will nake recommendations for changes to the | aws
and court rules regarding death penalty cases to ensure that:

(1) Defendants who are sentenced to death are in fact guilty of
first degree nurder

(2) Defendants are provi ded adequate counsel and adequate
resources at trial and at the appellate and post-conviction
st ages;

(3) Race does not play an inpermssible role in determ ning
whi ch defendants are sentenced to deat h;

(4) Appellate and post-conviction procedures are adequate to
correct errors and injustices occurring at the trial |evel,
i ncl udi ng access to evidence for forensic testing; and

(5) Prosecutors throughout the state seek the death penalty in a
uni form fashi on

The conmm ssion nust issue a report of its findings to the
Governor, Ceneral Assenbly, and M ssouri Suprenme Court by
January 1, 20009.



