HB 413 -- BI OTERRORI SM VACCI NATI ON PROGRAM
SPONSOR: Hubbar d

COW TTEE ACTION: Voted "do pass by consent"™ by the Speci al
Commttee on U ban Issues by a vote of 8 to O.

This bill requires the Departnent of Health and Seni or Services
to offer a vaccination programfor first responders who may be
exposed to infectious diseases as a result of bioterrorism At a
m ni nrum the program nust include vaccinations for snall pox,

ant hrax, and ot her vaccinations recommended by the Centers for

Di sease Control and Prevention’s Advisory Conmmittee on

| muni zati on Practices.

Participation in the vaccination programis voluntary, except for
first responders identified by their enployers as personnel who
cannot safely performtheir emergency responsibilities w thout
the vaccination. The bill requires that the recomrendati ons of

t he advisory conmttee be foll owed when screening first
responders for contraindications to the vaccination. First
responders will be exenpt from vaccinations when nedically
contrai ndi cat ed.

The departnent nust give priority to first responders and persons
exposed to biological agents if there is a shortage of a vacci ne.
Educational material regarding ways to prevent exposure mnust al so
be provided to first responders. The departnent nmay contract
with other entities for the adm nistration of vaccinations. The
programw | | becone effective upon receipt of federal funds.

The bill contains an energency cl ause.

FI SCAL NOTE: No inpact on state funds in FY 2006, FY 2007, and
FY 2008.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say it is inmportant that first responders
are anong the first people to receive vaccination because they
are on the front line and the first to be exposed to infectious
di seases when a di saster occurs.

Testifying for the bill were Representatives Hubbard and
W | dberger; and Professional Firefighters of Eastern M ssouri.

OPPONENTS: There was no opposition voiced to the conmttee.
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