HB 530 -- AMERI CAN SI GN LANGUAGE (Moore)
COMW TTEE OF ORIA@ N:  Hi gher Educati on

This bill treats American Sign Language (ASL) as a foreign

| anguage for the granting of academ c credit at public schools
and public higher education institutions. Students may receive
academ c credit for denonstrating proficiency or conpleting a
course with a passing grade. The credit may be used to satisfy
the foreign | anguage or | anguage arts requirenents, including
entrance requirenments of public higher education institutions.
Nothing in the bill prohibits a departnent of a higher education
i nstitution from establishing specific | anguage requirenents for
its majors that cannot be net by ASL, nor does the bill prohibit
the offering of noncredit courses in ASL. The M ssouri

Conmmi ssion for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing and the M ssour
American Sign Language Teachers Associ ation, upon request, wll
assi st in the devel opnent and teaching of the courses.

FI SCAL NOTE: No inpact on state funds in FY 2006, FY 2007, and
FY 2008.



