HB 596 -- HEALTH | NSURANCE BENEFI TS
SPONSOR:  Schaaf

COWM TTEE ACTION:  Voted "do pass by consent” by the Conmttee on
| nsurance Policy by a vote of 15 to O.

This bill allows enployers to provide or contract for health
i nsurance at reduced rates for enployees who do not use tobacco
products.

FI SCAL NOTE: Estimated | ncone on General Revenue Fund of Unknown
in FY 2006, FY 2007, and FY 2008. Estimated Incone on O her
St ate Funds of Unknown in FY 2006, FY 2007, and FY 2008.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that the bill will help to | ower
health care prem uns for people who don’t use tobacco and gives
enpl oyees an incentive to stop using tobacco products. Snokers
who are in a wellness programto help themquit snmoking will also
get the benefits of cheaper insurance. Health care services, on
average, cost 25% nore for snokers than for people who do not
snoke.

Testifying for the bill were Representative Schaaf; City of St.
Joseph; Coventry Health Care; Conmmunity Health Pl an; Anerican
Cancer Society; Blue Cross Blue Shield of Mssouri; United Health
Care; and M ssouri Hospital Association.

OPPONENTS: There was no opposition voiced to the commttee.
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