HB 617, HCA 1 -- WATERSHED DI STRI CTS
SPONSOR:  Kel |y

COWM TTEE ACTION:  Voted "do pass" by the Conmttee on
Conservation and Natural Resources by a vote of 7 to 6.

Currently, the counties of Douglas, Ozark, and Wight are nenbers
of the Upper White River Basin Watershed | nprovenent District.
This bill excludes those counties fromthe watershed i nprovenent
district and allows those counties to be renoved froma watershed
district upon the filing of a petition signed by at |east 20% of
the qualified voters of the county requesting renoval and upon
countyw de voter approval at the next general election.

HCA 1 -— Elimnates provisions allow ng for well-vol une
nonitoring and the |icensing of septic system nmaintenance
providers within a watershed district, elimnates the requirenent
that persons installing on-site sewage di sposal systens be

regi stered by the Departnent of Health and Senior Services, and
requires the departnent to investigate only sewage conplaints
recei ved froman aggrieved party or adjacent |andowner and not

t hose received fromany two residents of the county.

FI SCAL NOTE: No inpact on state funds in FY 2006, FY 2007, and
FY 2008.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that Wight, Ozark, and Dougl as
counti es should be excluded fromthe Upper Wite R ver \Witershed
| mprovenent District because those counties have nmuch different
needs than the other nenber counties. People in the watershed
district were not aware, consulted, or notified of the effect of
| ast year’s HB 1433 on their property rights.

Testifying for the bill were Representative Kelly; Mssouri Farm
Bureau; Citizens for Private Property Ri ghts; Ron Hardecke;
Wight County; and Ozark Chapter of Property Rights Congress.

OPPONENTS: Those who oppose the bill say that by renoving
several nenber counties of the Upper Wiite Ri ver Watershed

| mprovenment District a bad nessage is sent to Arkansas

| egi sl ators who viewed the watershed district as a nodel, and the
wat ershed district should remain intact.

Testifying against the bill were Representative Wod; Ofice of
the Attorney Ceneral; and Upper Wiite River Basin Wtershed
| nprovenent District.
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