HCS HB 628 -- UNLAWUL DI SCRI M NATORY PRACTI CES | N EMPLOYMENT
SPONSOR:  Byrd

COW TTEE ACTION: Voted "do pass” by the Conmttee on Judiciary
by a vote of 7 to 3.

This substitute prohibits an enployer fromdiscrimnating agai nst
an enpl oyee or applicant for enploynent because he or she opposed
any unl awful enpl oynent practice or made a charge, testified,
assisted, or participated in an investigation, proceeding, or
hearing of a human rights violation.

The substitute specifies that unlawful discrimnatory practices
i ncl ude aiding, abetting, or retaliating based on cl ai ns of

unl awf ul housing practices; discrimnation in comrercial real
estate loans; discrimnation in selling or renting property; or
discrimnation in public acconmopdati ons.

Any party to an action regarding a human rights violation is
entitled to a trial by jury. The dollar anount of court awards
for each conplaining party is |limted dependi ng on the nunber of
enpl oyees enpl oyed by the respondent. The court awards for hunman
rights violations specified in the substitute are limted to

unl awf ul enpl oynent practices. The State of M ssouri and any of
Its political subdivisions cannot have punitive danmages awarded
agai nst them

FI SCAL NOTE: No inpact on state funds in FY 2006, FY 2007, and
FY 2008.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that the bill will reduce exposure to
liability for enployers and the nunber of cases in the court
system The bill borrows sonme definitions fromfederal |aw and
allows for jury trials in discrimnation cases.

Testifying for the bill were Representative Byrd; M ssouri
Chanber of Commerce and Industry; Mssouri Retailers Association;
M ssouri Organi zati on of Defense Lawers; and Associ at ed

I ndustries of M ssouri.

OPPONENTS: Those who oppose the bill say that they are opposed
to caps on damages and believe that suits should be brought where
the acts occurred or where decisions are nade.

Testifying against the bill were Mssouri Wnens’ Network; and
LeAnne W seman.

OTHERS: O hers testifying on the bill provided technica
I nformati on.

O hers testifying on the bill was M ssouri Comm ssion on Human
Ri ght s.
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