HB 759 -- First Steps Program
Sponsor: Lager

This bill establishes the First Steps Programin |law, as

adm ni stered by the Departnment of Elenmentary and Secondary
Education. Currently, the programexists as part of the
departnment’s special education plan, authorized through Part C of
the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, for
children frombirth to age three who are assessed as havi ng
certain devel opnental del ays.

Under the bill, the departnment will first seek reinbursenent from
third-party payers, including the Mssouri Medicaid Program and
private insurance. Beginning January 1, 2006, insurance
conpani es nust provide coverage up to $3,000 a year, for the
duration of the program for speech, physical and occupati onal

t herapy, and assistive technol ogy and devices. Use of insurance
will not affect any lifetine limts.

The program currently does not charge for its services; however,
begi nni ng Cctober 1, 2005, famlies with incones that are higher
than the Medicaid eligibility level will pay a famly cost
participation fee on a sliding scale of $5 to $100 a nont h.
Moneys col l ected fromthe fee and i nsurance rei nbursenents wl|l
be used to fund the program

The delivery of programservices will be organized on a regional
basis as current contracts cone up for rebid, with the departnent
provi ding oversight. Extra weight will be given to proposals

that coordinate with Departnment of Mental Health facilities and
| ocal Senate Bill 40 boards.

The program services will continue to enphasize the famly’s
central role by using coaching approaches and focusing on

i npl enenting the child s devel opnmental goals. The departnent nmay
continue to use its contracted central finance office for

adm nistering the program The bill also continues the
“child-find” provisions of the current program A presunptive
eligibility provision and a prohibition on the reduction of state
agency-provi ded nedi cal services is included.

The bill contains an energency cl ause.



