HCS HB 835 -- HEALTH CARE PROVI DERS
SPONSOR:  Cooper (155)

COM TTEE ACTION: Voted "do pass" by the Commttee on Health
Care Policy by a vote of 6 to 3.

This substitute changes the | aws regardi ng health care providers.
SURGEON GENERAL

The substitute establishes the Ofice of the M ssouri Surgeon
General wthin the Departnent of Health and Senior Services and
requi res the Surgeon CGeneral to be a physician with a masters
degree in public health or health nanagenent training or
comensur ate experience with public policy. The Surgeon
General’s duties include serving as chairperson of the State
Board of Health; advising the Director of the Departnent of

Heal th and Senior Services on devel oping strategies to inprove
health indicators; creating an Internet web site to pronote
healthy lifestyles for Mssouri citizens; providing health
information to schools, enployers, and private and public
institutions; and pronoting public health information, health
literacy, and disease prevention. The Surgeon Ceneral wll be
appointed to a four-year termby the Governor with the advice and
consent of the Senate and is required to submt an annual report
on the current overall health of Mssouri citizens and any
recommendati ons for inprovenents by January 31 of each year to

t he Speaker of the House of Representatives, President Pro Tem of
t he Senate, and CGovernor.

HEPATI TI' S C TESTI NG PROGRAM

The substitute requires the Departnent of Health and Seni or
Services to establish and oversee a voluntary hepatitis C testing
program for health care providers. Testing is confidential, and
results may only be disclosed to the facility where the health
care provider offers patient care.

CERTI FI CATE OF NEED

The substitute defines “long-termcare facilities” for purposes
of the Certificate of Need Programand |[imts the application of
certificate of need requirenents to long-termcare facilities.
Currently, certificate of need requirenents apply to a broader
range of health care facilities, including hospitals and

| ong-termcare facilities.

W LLI NG PROVI DERS OF HEALTH CARE



The substitute prohibits health insurers, the Mssouri Medicaid
Program and the federal Medicare Program from discrimnating
agai nst any provider |located within the geographic coverage area
of a health benefit plan who is willing to neet the terns and
conditions for participation in the health benefit plan.

PHYSI CI AN REFERRALS

The substitute prohibits a physician who is referred a patient
for diagnosis by another physician from del egating the diagnhosis
to a nurse or nurse practitioner.

HOSPI TAL MEDI CAL STAFF SELF- GOVERNANCE

The substitute gives hospital nedical staff the right to

sel f-govern when establishing certain provisions of nedical

byl aws, rules, or regulations; selecting and renovi ng nedi cal
staff officers; assessing and utilizing nedical staff dues;
retaining an attorney; and the initiation and adoption of byl aws,
rul es, regul ations, or amendnents.

The nedi cal staff and hospital governing board will neet to
resol ve any dispute arising under the provision. Once al

adm ni strative renedi es have been exhausted, a court of conpetent
jurisdiction may resolve the dispute.

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SENI OR SERVI CES FUNDS

The substitute creates in the state treasury the Departnent of
Heal t h and Senior Services Adm nistrative and Cost Allocation
Fund and the Departnent of Health and Seni or Services D saster
Fund. The substitute:

(1) Specifies that the adm nistrative and cost allocation fund
will receive funding by appropriations, deposits, and noneys
transferred or paid to the departnent in return for goods and
servi ces provided;

(2) Specifies that the disaster fund will be used during a state
of emergency by the Governor to furnish imrediate aid and relief;

(3) Allows the State Treasurer to serve as custodi an and the
departnment director to serve as adm nistrator over these funds;

(4) Specifies that noneys in these funds will not |apse to the
credit of general revenue at the end of the biennium and al
interest earned will be deposited into the fund; and

(5) Allows any interest earned on the M ssouri Public Health
Services Fund to accrue to the fund.



The substitute contains an energency clause for these provisions.
Bl RTH AND DEATH RECORDS

The substitute requires a birth certificate to be filed within
five days, instead of the current seven days, certifying the
pl ace, tinme, and date of the live birth by a signature or an
el ectroni c process approved by the Departnent of Health and
Seni or Servi ces.

Al nedical certificates when filing for a certificate of death
can have their accuracy attested to by either a signature or an
el ectroni c process approved by the departnent.

| MVUNI ZATI ONS

Effective April 1, 2007, the substitute prohibits immunizations
adm nistered in Mssouri to know ngly pregnant wonen or children
under the age of three from containing nore than one m crogram of
mercury per five-tenths-mlliliter dose.

Ef fective April 1, 2007, insurers licensed in Mssouri that
provi de coverage for inmmunizations on a fee schedule or a

per cent age rei nbursenent basis are required to rei nmburse for

i mmuni zations not containing nercury. This reinbursenent nust be
at the sane percentage rate of the usual and customary charges
provi ded for imrmunizations containing mercury or other
preservatives prior to April 1, 2007.

FI SCAL NOTE: Esti mat ed Cost on General Revenue Fund of Coul d
exceed $19, 374,279 in FY 2006, Coul d exceed $19, 412,847 in FY
2007, and Coul d exceed $19, 418,907 in FY 2008. Estinmated Cost on
O her State Funds of Coul d exceed $4, 197,995 in FY 2006, FY 2007,
and FY 2008.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that the bill creates a state Surgeon
General to coordinate healthy lifestyle progranms for the state.
The Surgeon CGeneral would help focus attention on inproving the
heal th of all M ssourians.

Testifying for the bill were Representative Baker (25); and
M ssouri State Medical Associ ation.

OPPONENTS: There was no opposition voiced to the conmttee.
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