SCS SB 23 & 51 -- CRIM NAL OFFENSES | N ENTERTAI NMVENT
SPONSOR:  Griesheinmer (Threl kel d)

COMW TTEE ACTION: Voted "do pass"” by the Commttee on Crine
Prevention and Public Safety by a vote of 12 to O.

This substitute nmakes it a class A m sdeneanor to operate a video
camera within a notion picture theater without the consent of the
theater owner. A second or subsequent offense is a class D
felony. The owner of the novie theater is exenpt fromcivil
liability for detaining a person suspected of the offense, as

|l ong as the detention is reasonabl e.

The crine of illegal copying and distribution of sound recordi ngs
I s changed by lowering the threshold for a felony from 1, 000
illegal copies to 100 illegal copies.

The substitute al so expands the crine of theft of cable

tel evision service to include when a person know ngly attenpts to
tanper with any cable tel evision equi pnent which results in the
di sruption or unauthorized use of a cable television system

FI SCAL NOTE: Estimated Cost on CGeneral Revenue Fund of Less than
$100, 000 in FY 2006, FY 2007, and FY 2008. No inpact on O her
State Funds in FY 2006, FY 2007, and FY 2008.

PROPONENTS:  Supporters say that the pirating of filnms and
conpact discs harns not only the artist financially, but also the
distributor, novie theaters, and retailers of filns and vi deos.

It al so harnms the purchaser, who buys counterfeit products, and
the artist’s reputati on when consuners see and listen to inferior
pi rated recordi ngs.

Testifying for the bill were Senator Giesheiner; and Mtion
Pi cture Associ ation of Anerica.

OPPONENTS: There was no opposition voiced to the conmttee.
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