SB 347 -- PROFESSI ONAL COUNSELORS
SPONSOR: d enens (Cooper, 155)

COW TTEE ACTION:. Voted "do pass by consent” by the Conmittee on
Prof essi onal Registration and Licensing by a vote of 12 to O.

After August 28, 2007, this bill requires all applicants for

| icensure as a professional counselor to provide the Commttee
for Professional Counselors with evidence of the conpletion of a
m ni mum of three hours of graduate-level course work in

di agnostic systenms in the curriculumleading to their degree.
The committee is authorized to establish continuing education
requi rements for professional counselors to maintain and renew
their licenses.

FI SCAL NOTE: No inpact on state funds in FY 2006, FY 2007, and
FY 2008.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that the bill will establish higher
standards for the profession by requiring applicants to have sone
training in diagnosing nental illness.

Testifying for the bill were Senator O enens; M ssouri Mental
Heal t h Counsel ors Associ ation; and Anerican Counseling

Associ ation of M ssouri.

OPPONENTS: There was no opposition voiced to the conmttee.
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